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Slight improvement expected in pastoral areas due to early onset of seasonal rains

Key Messages Figure 1. Estimated food security conditions,
March-April 2010
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® The unseasonable rains in late February and early onset of the | |recssscurty severty scuo A
Diraac/Sougoum (March-May) rains in most parts of the country | | wesay res e
will lead to short-term food security improvements for S vy o
livestock-dependent households. Most pastoralists are likely to | m——
have sufficient grazing resources (pasture, browse, and water)
through the season if the rains continue and are near normal,
which would consolidate the initial recovery process. However,
the effects of several poor seasons, along with high food prices,
will nevertheless inhibit the recovery of households, unless
livestock  asset-building  programs  are immediately
implemented. Initial estimates indicate that approximately
120,000 people (50 percent of the rural population) are in need

of humanitarian assistance.

e In addition to the WFP general food aid distributions since
January of 851 MT to 26,285 people, government emergency | i— 4
food aid distributions through Diwan Al-Zakat for approximately ' h Source: FEWS NET
2,436 MT for 10,000 families in all districts have provided some | Figure 2. Estimated food security conditions,
relief. Humanitarian assistance needs over the coming months | May-June 2010

in most livestock-dependent pastoral areas, market gardening Food Securty Severty Seae L\
zones, and poor urban areas will be above average. More I Moty Focd rscre
resources will likely be needed for food aid, food for work, cash R ey Pt s
for work, veterinary services, water, nutrition and health Sl
interventions, and restocking programs.
e Food access of the urban poor will continue to be constrained
during the coming months by persistent inflation, high food
prices, low income opportunities, and the presence of a large
number of IDPs and economic immigrants from neighboring
countries. The latter group increases the competition for the
limited income-generating opportunities available.
Approximately 210 refugees originating from South/Central
Somalia were registered in February alone at Ali-Adde camp,
and more are expected in the coming months.
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Source: FEWS NET
Updated food security outlook through June 2010 For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity

The food security situation is expected to be critical through June Severity Scale, please see: www.fews.net/FoodinsecurityScale
due to the following factors: the decline in herd size since 2008 in most pastoral areas, limited income and food sources
from animals, high staple food prices, and reduced remittances from urban to pastoral households. Consequently, high and
extreme food insecurity will persist in most pastoral areas through June.

This report provides an update to the January 2010 FEWS NET Food Security Outlook report which estimated food security conditions in Djibouti through June 2010.
The next Outlook report will be released in April and will cover the April to September 2010 period.
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ANNEX: Djibouti Monthly Price Bulletin

Sorghum flour: Nominal retail prices in Arta
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Rice belem: Nominal retail prices in Dikhil

Rice belem: Nominal retail prices in Tadjourah
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