
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

              
             

             
             

         
           
         

                 
               
    

 
              

               
               
           
             

             
             
           

       
 

              
               

               
           

               
                             

                              
 
 
          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

    

 
 

 
 

Figure 1. Estimated food security conditions, December 2009 
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•	 Consecutive seasons of poor rainfall, followed by 
possible failure of the current Heys/Dada rains, 
high staple food prices, reduced remittances, and 
a significant reduction in emergency food aid 
distribution, is pushing households towards 
extreme food insecurity, particularly in the 
Northwest and Southeast pastoral livelihood 
zones. The situation is expected to worsen as food 
and income from animal sources declines over the 
coming months. 

•	 The rural population in need of emergency 
assistance, both food and non‐food, is expected to 
increase in the coming months to 80,000 to 
100,000 persons. Current emergency food aid 
distribution is inadequate and should expand to 
meet the expected caseload. In addition, any 
program intended to help the affected households 
should consider destocking and asset protection 
interventions in rural areas. 

•	 Food insecurity among poor urban households will 
remain high during the coming months due to 
high staple food prices, low income, and high 
unemployment rates. High electricity prices will 
also reduce their ability to send remittances to 
rural areas. Acute malnutrition rates are above emergency international thresholds in Djibouti city (Balbala areas) 
according to a recent study conducted by MSF (GAM 20.8 percent and SAM 8.4 percent). 

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity Scale, please see: 
www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 

Source: FEWS NET 

Seasonal calendar and critical events 

Source: FEWS NET 

FEWS NET Djibouti 
Tel: 253 35 3343 
djibouti@fews.net 

FEWS NET Washington
1717 H St NW 
Washington DC 20006 
info@fews.net 

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity.  The authors’ views expressed in 
this publication do not necessarily reflect the view of the United States 
Agency for International Development or the United States Government. 

www.fews.net/djibouti 
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Famine Early Warning Systems Network 2 
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Current food security conditions 

The food security situation in urban areas is deteriorating due to high prices for staple food and non food essentials. The 
most worrying issue is the shortage of water – prices have increased by almost 50 percent during the last two months – 
particularly for those who rely on water tankers. In August 2009, a nutrition survey was conducted by MSF to estimate 
retrospective mortality and nutritional situation of children in Balbala, Djibouti town. The results indicate that the 
prevalence of Global Acute Malnutrition, defined as weight‐for‐height z‐score< ‐2 SD (WHO) was 20.8 percent (95% CI 17.9‐
23.8) and that the prevalence of Severe Acute Malnutrition defined as weight‐for‐height z‐score<  ‐3 SD (WHO) was 8.2 
percent (95% CI 6.2‐10.2). Using NCHS standards, GAM was 19.3 percent (95% CI 16.4‐22.2) and SAM was 4.9 percent (95% 
CI 3.3‐6.5). The crude mortality rate was estimated at 0.34/10,000/day (95% CI 0.22‐0.46) and the under 5 mortality rate 
was estimated at 0.46/10,000/day (95% CI 0.10‐0.8). Most deaths were disease related, with cough being most common 
single cause of death in above 5 years old. Neonatal deaths represented half of the deaths under 5 years old. 

The results of this survey indicate a serious nutritional situation among children under 5 years old in Balbala. The 
combination of high rates of acute malnutrition with low mortality suggests that poor food access is the primary concern. 
Although a nutrition program (therapeutic and supplementary feeding) is in place, the majority of malnourished children 
identified in the survey were not included in the program. Efforts should be put in improving the identification of acutely 
malnourished children and providing them with treatment. 

Pastoralists in the Northwest pastoral livelihood zone are in the middle of the long dry season, which normally extends 
from September to February. As the rains during the last Karma season (Jul‐Sep) were relatively poor in terms of spatial 
distribution and intensity, the vegetation conditions are poor, water is very scarce, and animal body conditions are showing 
signs of extreme distress. Income and food from livestock, which are typically important at this time of year, are currently 
insignificant. Milk production is very low and sales of animal are very limited. Therefore pastoralists in all wealth groups are 
facing food deficits and are therefore extremely food insecure. Malnutrition rates in this area are chronically above 
international emergency thresholds, especially at this time of year, and may worsen due to deteriorating conditions. 
Pastoralists are currently concentrated around the wadi banks and around permanent water points, a sign of distress. 
Livestock deaths have been reported in some parts of this zone and animal mortality rates are expected to increase during 
the coming months. 

Due to poor Karan rains (Jul‐Sep), the probable failure of the Heys rains (Oct‐Feb) and the down‐scaling of general food aid 
distribution, the pastoral households in the Southeast pastoral households are currently facing high levels of food 
insecurity. Sales of livestock and milk are currently below the average for this time of year (especially for camels) and 
animals are showing signs of distress. Increased rates of livestock mortality are possible due to limited pasture and browse. 
Reports state that newborn animals are dying due to limited milk production from their weak mothers, particularly in Boley 
(Ali‐sabieh district). Pastoralists are currently intensifying the production of firewood and charcoal to compensate for the 
income loss from animal products. The pastoralists in this zone are chronically food insecure, so any slight change in their 
sources of food and income can lead to a crisis. Pastoralists in Dikhil district are more affected than other zones because of 
three consecutive failed seasons in this area. 

Though remittances from urban areas, a major source of income, are normal in the central pastoral zones, the contribution 
of food and income from animals is quite insignificant due to poor consecutive rainy seasons. Households in the Central 
pastoral zones are facing livelihood protection deficits; they are meeting basic food needs, but only at the expense of future 
wellbeing. For example, they are selling off remaining livestock, taking children out of school, reducing their dietary intake, 
and migrating to cities in search of casual labor opportunities. 

In the market gardening livelihood zone, poor households are at the end of the lean period and are currently facing 
hardship in satisfying their food needs. Though good quality high yielding vegetable seeds have been distributed by the 
Ministry of Agriculture, groundwater levels (the main source of irrigation water) are low due to the poor rains experienced 
during the last Karan/Karma and the current very poor Heys/Dada rains. 

http:0.22-0.46
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ANNEX: Djibouti Monthly Price Bulletin January 2010 
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