
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

        
  

                
                 
                   
                 

                 
                   
               
                   
                   

                     
                   

                   
                       
                   

                   
                   
                       

               

                      
                   
                 

                         
                   
               

                 
                 

                                           
                                 
           

                              
                               

 
 

         
 
 

 
 

     

           
     

 

Figure 1. Current estimated food security 
conditions, January 2010 
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	 Current food security conditions in Chikwawa, Nsanje, and 
Balaka have improved slightly due to increased irrigation and 
belated food aid and cotton sales. While dry spells caused 
production failures and low cotton prices reduced incomes in 
the 2009 season, intensified irrigated crop production, the food 
aid program which started in December (and will last until 
March 2010), and improved cotton prices have improved 
household food access. The provision of funds for ADMARC to 
purchase the remaining 28 percent of last year’s cotton harvest 
at MK 60/kg and consumption of irrigated and green crops later 
in the season will improve food security in Chikwawa, Nsanje, 
Balaka, and Zomba districts. The harvest will take place between 
April and June. Government needs to scale up food aid to cover 
all 275,168 hungry households identified by the MVAC in its 
October 2009 update, especially now that the hunger season is 
underway. Chingale EPA in Zomba, which was identified as food 
insecure in the update, but which has not yet been included in 
the current food aid program, needs special attention. 

	 Rains have started in all three regions of Malawi, and the 
majority of farmers have planted. However, the rains have been 
sporadic, with dry conditions persisting, especially in the South. 
This will likely lead to local food deficits. By the end of December 
2009, the suppressed rainfall was reported to be hindering basal 
dressing and causing crop wilting. Short‐term rainfall forecasts 
show persistent dry spells continuing in the south. The 
government has so far identified more than 121,000 households 
whose crops have either wilted or not germinated, and will have to replant. This is a preliminary count, and the figure is 
expected to rise significantly, because some districts have not yet been assessed. No program to support these 
households with inputs has been announced. 

	 Continuous earthquakes from December 6‐20, 2009, have caused displacement and disruption of farming activities in 
Karonga district in the north. This may cause local production failures. The situation requires close monitoring. 

Seasonal calendar and critical events 

Source: FEWS NET 

FEWS NET Malawi 
Tel: +265.1.754.892 
jbwirani@fews.net 

FEWS NET Washington
1717 H St NW 
Washington DC 20006 
info@fews.net 

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity. The authors’ views expressed in this 
publication do not necessarily reflect the view of the United States Agency 
for International Development or the United States Government. 

www.fews.net/malawi 
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Figure 7. Rainfall as percentage of normal, Oct 1 – Dec 31, 2009 

	 Sporadic rainfall in few places in South Malawi in first week of October, but dry conditions persisted. 

	 Dry conditions with sporadic rains persisted to the end of October in Southern Malawi. 

	 Good rains during all of November, with rains of above 30  ‐ 50mm in most parts of the country, especially the lake 
shore and southern areas. Good rainfall distribution, which prompted planting especially in North and South. 

	 Still dry conditions and suppressed rainfall activities reported in parts of Balaka, Thyolo, Zomba, Machinga, Mangochi in 
the South; Lilongwe, Mchinji, Kasungu, Nkhotakota in the Center; and Rumphi and Karonga in the North. 

	 Significant improvement in rainfall distribution in December in Southern Malawi but Central and North still dry and 
planted crops were reported to be water stressed. By the end of December suppressed rainfall was reported in parts of 
Chikwawa, Nsanje, Phalombe, Zomba, and parts of Central Malawi hindering basal dressing and causing wilting of 
crops. 

The current forecast for January 2010 predicts 
rains in the Northern half of Malawi and dry 
conditions in the Southern half. This has 
serious implications for the current season. 
Insufficient rains in January will hamper seed 
germination for those who have just planted 
due to delayed rains. Lack of adequate 
moisture will also hamper proper vegetative 
growth of crops which have already grown. In 
addition, farm activities such as application of 
fertilizer will be affected, because it cannot be 
applied in dry conditions. In areas where there 
was early planting of maize, the crop is about 
to tassle and will soon be producing cobs. At 
this stage, lack of adequate moisture prevents 
adequate grain formation, leading to poor 
harvest. 

Another effect of the dry spells is armyworm 
attacks on maize, millet, and sorghum. 
Ministry of Agriculture officials reported 
armyworm attacks in 14 of Malawi’s 28 
districts, with more than 5,000 hectares having 
been under attack in the past three months. 
The districts of Lilongwe, Ntcheu, Dedza, 
Dowa, and Nkhotakota in Central Malawi; 
Mulanje, Chikwawa, Balaka, Mangochi, 

Machinga, and Zomba in Southern Malawi; and Karonga and Mzimba in northern Malawi have been affected by the 
armyworm attacks. The Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security is currently responding to the armyworm outbreaks by 
spraying the fields. The extent of damage to the crops is yet to be established. 

Between December 6‐20, 2009, Karonga district at the northern tip of Malawi was hit by a sequence of earthquakes whose 
readings measured 5.4 to 6.0 on the Richter scale. The earthquake caused extensive damage to infrastructure and some 
people were displaced. Before the December 20 quake, government estimates put the figure of affected households at 
4,677. District agricultural officials had some fears that the displacement at the critical agricultural production period may 
have negative impact on people’s farming activities which may negatively affect food production. Further monitoring of the 
effects of the earthquake on agricultural production needs to be carried out. 

Source: Department of Climate Change and Meteorological Services 10-Day Bulletin, 21-31 
December 2009 
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Table 1: Events which could affect the food security outlook 

Geographic 
Focus Area 

Possible events in the 
next 3 months that 
would change the most 
likely scenario in this 
area 

Impacts on food security conditions 
Likelihood of 
occurrence* 

Key variables to 
monitor 

 Dwindling market 
supplies within the 
affected areas 

 More maize availability will translate 
to ease of access. However, the price 
would facilitate or undermine 
household access through the 
markets. 

Unlikely 
Quantities of food 
available in local 
markets. 

 ADMARC purchasing 
the remaining 28 
percent at MK60/kg 

 Cotton sales will raise incomes, 
especially for big farmers, which would 
in turn trickle down to poor 
households through casual labor 
opportunities. 

Unlikely 
ADMARC cotton 
sales records 

 Abnormal increases in 
maize prices 

 Many poor and middle households will 
be unable to access food through 
markets 

Unlikely 
Nominal maize 
prices 

* Probability levels Description 

Unlikely Could occur in the time period if conditions changed moderately 

Very unlikely Could occur in the time period if conditions changed significantly 


