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Food is still available, markets are adequately supplied, and
prices, despite being above average, are stable, enabling food
access for poor households. Yet, pockets of moderate food
insecurity exist in parts of central and southern Mozambique,
and about 281,000 people need food assistance until April
2010, when the next major harvest occurs.

From January to March 2010, the majority of households
throughout the country will be generally food secure, with
exceptions in the semi-arid zones of Tete, Manica, Sofala,
Inhambane, Gaza, Maputo, and the coastal Nampula provinces,
where moderate levels of food insecurity will prevail among
poor households.

Floods in this period may destroy crops in the field, damage
infrastructure, limit movement of goods and people, and leave
many households with limited coping options. In coastal areas
where strong winds — including tropical depressions, storms,
and cyclones — are possible, some households may temporarily
face food stress.

From April to June 2010, moderate levels of food insecurity will
continue, but small improvements will occur even if the season
turns out poor. With a poor season, the greatest impacts would
only be felt after June. The semi-arid zones will be the most
affected, since food reserves at the household level are limited.

Seasonal calendar and critical events
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Figure I. Estimated food security conditions,

January 2010

Tanzania

FEWS NET
Food Security Severity Scale

Il Generally Food Secure
Moderately Food Insecure

I Highly Food Insecure

Il Extremely Food Insecure

Il Famine

For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity
Scale, please see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale
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ANNEX: Mozambique Monthly Price Bulletin

January 2010
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Famine Early Warning Systems Network




