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This special FSNAU brief provides a summary of the key findings of the post Deyr ‘09/10 Assessment 
and Analysis, which are the result of fieldwork (December23 – January 5) and national analysis workshop 
(January 11 – 16) and a Technical Verification and Partner Vetting Meetings (Nutrition, January 25 and 
Food Security, January 27). FEWSNET Somalia along with 86 partners, including regional authorities, 
UN and international agencies and local and international NGOs participated and supported in this post 
Deyr ‘09/10 assessment and analysis process. FSNAU presented these results in Nairobi at a Somalia 

th Support Secretariat Special Meeting on January 29 and issued a Press Release on February 1. The 
press release and presentation are available on the FSNAU website. (www.fsnau.org) 

KEY 
FINDINGS 

The findings of the FSNAU, FEWSNET and partner post Deyr ‘09/10 seasonal 
assessment confirms that a widespread Humanitarian Crisis still persists in 
Somalia, with 42% of the population or estimated 3.2 million people in need 
of emergency humanitarian assistance and/or livelihood support until June 

2010. The results indicate that although there are some positive indicators in terms of the lifting of the 
livestock export ban and improved crop and livestock production in southern parts of the country, the 
food security and nutrition situation in central regions remains in crisis, where 70% of the population 
require assistance. The situation is exacerbated by escalating conflict and displacements, creating a double 
burden for drought affected populations in central regions, having to support those recently displaced 
yet with reduced access to assistance from aid agencies due to the insecurity. 

Emergency levels of acute malnutrition continue to be reported, with 1 in 6 children in Somalia acutely 
malnourished and in need of specialist care. Of these children, 1 in 22 is severely malnourished and at 
a 9 times increased risk of death compared to well-nourished children. However, in south and central 
Somaila the rates are higher, with 1 in 5 children acutely malnourished of which 1 in 20 is severely 
malnourished. These national rates of acute malnutrition continue to be amongst the highest in the 
world. Currently, these rates translate into estimated 240,000 children under 5 years of age in Somalia 
being acutely malnourished, of which 63,000 are severely malnourished. More than two thirds of these 
children are located in south and central Somalia, the area’s most affected by the current conflict. The 
people currently in crisis include 1.25 million rural people affected by drought, 580,000 urban people 
who struggle with very high food and non-food prices, and 1.39 million internally displaced people 
(IDPs) who are fleeing from the conflict. 

Sustained Humanitarian Emergency in Central and Hiran 
The epicentre of the humanitarian crisis continues to be in Mudug, Galgadud and Hiran regions of south 
and central Somalia due to the ongoing drought and civil unrest, which has left 70% of the populations 
in those regions in Crisis. In these regions, livestock herds have been decimated due to 6 consecutive 
seasons of below average rainfall and destitute pastoralists are gathering in main villages and towns 
in search of assistance. In order for these populations to recover a combination of expanded lifesaving 
and livelihood support is required urgently at scale. The Post Deyr ‘09/10 integrated nutrition analysis 
conducted by FSNAU and partners in central regions has indicated a sustained Critical nutrition situation 
in the Hawd and Addun pastoralists, with a risk of deterioration. The nutrition situation looks better for 
the Cowpea Belt agropastoralists (Serious) and the Coastal Deeh pastoralists (Alert). However, in Hiran 
the nutrition situation is Very Critical for the agropastoral and pastoral population, while the riverine 
populations are in sustained Critical phase. 

Internally Displaced People - the Largest Population Group in Crisis 
Internally Displaced Populations (IDPs) continue to be the largest single population group in crisis, 
representing 43% of the total 3.2 million, and with the ongoing conflict in the country this number is 
likely to continue to remain high and even increase further. Most of the IDPs, are concentrated in south 
and central Somalia. The nutritional status of IDPs is also of great concern, with even higher rates of 
chronic malnutrition reported compared to the host population, where 1 in 4 children are affected. 
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Map 1. Percent of normal rainfall  
October–Decemer '09 

Map 2. NDVI 3rd Dekad of January, 2009 

Figure 1: Sanaag region Sool Plateau 
vegetation conditions (NDVI Trend) 

SECTOR  HIGHLIGHTS 
CLIMATE 

The Deyr 2009/10 season began in late September early October 
in most regions of Somalia, indicating a timely onset of the rainy 
season. However, the overall rainfall performance in terms of intensity, 
geographic coverage and distribution has varied across regions and 
livelihoods. Most of southern and parts of central Somalia received near 
normal to above normal rains, while most areas of Central, Northeast 
and Northwest received poor rainfall, with pockets of moderate rainfall 
(Map 1). In most of the regions of the North, initial Deyr rains were 
erratically distributed. Precipitation in Hawd of Togdheer, Hargeisa, 
upper Nugal valley, Sool plateau, Golis/Guban and agropastoral areas 
of Togdheer, Hargeisa and Borama, was also limited. Satellite based 
rainfall images show, and field reports confirm, that moderate rains 
were received in Hawd of Sool, parts of Nugal valley and Sool Plateau 
of Bari region. However, no rains were reported in Sool Plateau of 
Sanaag region (Map 2). 

Deyr ‘09 season had a mixed performance in the drought-affected 
central regions of Galgadud, Mudug and Hiran. Normal to above 
normal, moderately intense rainfall of 125 -150mm was received in 
the Cowpea Belt, Southern Inland Pastoral of Hiran and central Coastal 
Deeh. Comparison of actual (Oct-Dec.‘09) and normal long-term mean 
(LTM) rainfall indicates 120-140% of normal rains in these areas. Rain 
gauge data from Bulo-Burti and Jalalaqsi districts recorded 333mm 
and 103mm of rains in Southern Inland Pastoral. However, extremely 
poor rains were observed in the Hawd and Addun livelihood zones and 
the agropastoral and riverine areas of Hiran region. 

In the south, most pastoral and agropastoral zones of Bay, Shabelle, 
Juba, and parts of Bakool region, received well distributed, intense, 
normal to above normal rains. For instance, the raingauge station 
located in Baidoa, Qansahdhere (Bay), and Tieglow (Bakool) recorded 
396mm, 382mm and 151mm of rainfall, respectively. Conversely, 
light and sporadic rains fell in northern parts of Elberde (Bakool) 
and southern Garbaharey (Gedo), parts of agropastoral of Jowhar and 
Adan Yabal districts (Middle Shabelle) and the riverine area of Lower 
Shabelle region. 

The El Niño Southern Oscillation effects, which is caused by a periodic 
temperature change in the surface of the Pacific Ocean waters, have 
been mild or non-existent in Somalia compared to the massive flooding 
of 1997 and 1998. In contrary, only in parts of Hiran, Gedo, Shabelle 
and Juba regions were moderate flash floods reported following 
torrential rains during Oct–Nov.’09. 

Vegetation Conditions 
The satellite derived Normalized Difference Vegetation Index (NDVI) 
for the last dekad of January shows extremely poor vegetation in key 
pastoral regions of the Northeast, Northwest, and Central (Figure 1). 
Poor Deyr ‘09 rains compounded by below normal rainfall in previous 
seasons, huge livestock in-migration into areas that received rainfall 
and an early Jilaal dry season have reduced the quality of any existing 
vegetation. Field reports indicate that Hawd of Sool region and parts of 
Sool plateau in the Bari region show slightly better pasture conditions 
than the surrounding livelihoods in the North. In contrast, vegetation 
is good in parts of Central, especially in Southern Inland Pastoral 
livelihoods of Bulo-Burti and Jalalaqsi districts. Vegetation is also 
good in most parts of the South with the exception of the Southern 
Inland Pastoral livelihoods of Gedo, Bakool and Juba, and agropastoral and coastal areas of Shabelle.
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Map 3: Somalia Insecurity Outcomes, December, 2009 

civil insecurity
 

CIVIL INSECUrITy 

Violent conflict continued throughout 2009, and 
worsened further in the second half of the year, 
particularly in southern and central Somalia. At the 
same time, the number of security incidents has been 
increasing in parts of the northern regions where 
security levels had been relatively better. These 
incidents have both direct and indirect impacts on the 
population, particularly urban populations, including 
human casualties, destruction of property, human 
displacement, disruption in trade and complete loss 
of livelihoods. The areas of high and moderate impact 
are highlighted in Map 3. 

Mogadishu remains the epicentre of the chaos and 
violence in Somalia. Continuous confrontations 
between the Transitional Federal Government (TFG) 
and opposing groups generate frequent threats to 
the city’s population causing human casualties, 
destruction of private and public property and 
massive population displacement. Beletweyne and 
Dhusamareeb are key hotspots, while tensions are 
also high in regions of Galgaduud, Hiran, Bakool, 
Gedo and Juba, where military activities and 
mobilizations have taken place over the last six 
months. Acts of violence, including suicide attacks 
and bombings targeting government officials were 
also observed in 2009 in the North, particularly in 
Garowe, Galkayo, Bosasso, Lasanod and Hargeisa. 
Internally displaced populations (IDPs) have fled 
from Bosasso, Garowe, and Galkayo because of 
growing resentment among the local population, who 
suspect IDP involvement in the recent conflicts. 

The escalation of political conflict in much of the country has overshadowed other types of conflict, thereby reducing 
the frequency of natural resource based and intra-clan conflicts in rural areas. For example, in October a community 
in Xarardheere district in Mudug was able to resolve a conflict over berkad construction in a communal area. However, 
tension persists in the pastoral zone between Hiran and Middle Shabelle, where displacement had occurred in the first 
half of the year, restricting livestock movements. Acts of sea piracy, which adds further complexity to the instability of 
the country, continues on coastlines of central and northern regions. According to UN-OCHA access reports, between 
July and Dec.’09, there were 60 attempts of ship hijacking of which 45 were successful. 

The insecure operating environment means that humanitarian agencies are unable to reach a large number of people 
in need. Over the last few months the presence of humanitarian actors has decreased because of killings, kidnappings, 
looting of property, and pressure from the local authorities, particularly in parts of the central and southern regions. 

Population displacement remains the biggest outcome of the ongoing violence, hostilities and political tensions in the 
country. According to UNCHR’s population movement tracking system, out of the nearly 172,000 people displaced 
between the beginning of Sep.‘09 and the end of Jan.‘10, roughly 83% were displaced on the grounds of insecurity. 
In Jan.‘10 alone, over 77,000 people were displaced due to insecurity, which is 19% higher than the number displaced 
between Sep. and Dec.’09 due to insecurity (approximately 65,000). This jump in displacement is attributed to the 
intensification of conflicts in Galgadud, Hiran and Mogadishu.Overall, about 1.3 million IDPs are believed to be 
currently displaced within the country and are in need of humanitarian support.(UNHCR, Jan. '10) 

While civil insecurity is a significant factor in the plight of the Somali livelihoods, security incidents and violence are 
likely to continue and may increase over the next six months. This ongoing violence will continue to cause human 
casualties, destruction of property, population displacement, trade disruptions and restricted movements of people and 
commodities. Restrictions and impediments to humanitarian interventions might further aggravate the humanitarian 
situation, particularly in the southern and central regions. 

Source: FSNAU, January2010 


