
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 
          

               
                   
             
               
             

           
               
             
           
 

 
            

               
           

       
           
         
             
             

 
                                          

                               
          

  
 

         
 

 
 
 

 
     

 
                                       
                                   

                                           

   

 

 

    
   

   
   

   
   

   

Figure 1. Estimated current food security conditions, June 2009 

DJIBOUTI Food Security Update 	 June 2009 

� The Diraa/Sougoum (March‐May) season was 
poor, with rainfall 20‐50 percent of normal across 
most of the country. As a result, water, browse, 
and pasture for pastoralists are dwindling with 
the advance of the current hot season, raising 
concern about the adequacy of these resources 
for livestock herds until the Karan/Karma (July‐
September) rains set in. Poor livestock body 
conditions are reported in the Northwest Pastoral 
Livelihood Zone and Southeast Pastoral Border 
Sub‐Zone. 

� Market data suggest a continuing improvement 
in purchasing power, with the cost of the 
expenditure basket decreasing for both urban 
and pastoral communities. Humanitarian 
assistance activities implemented in response to 
drought, including general food distributions, 
continue in pastoral zones. The World Food 
Program and the Djibouti Red Crescent are 
implementing  a  food‐for‐work  program  in  the  suburbs  of  Djibouti  city.   

� Water shortages are prevailing in Djibouti City, though this is typical at this time of the year. The areas most seriously 
affected include Balbala (Hawaabley, Torra bora, Doumeira, and PK 12, particularly for those households who were 
already relying on water tankers. 
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For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity Scale, please see:
 

www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale

Seasonal calendar and critical events 

Poor Mar‐May rains 

Food security summary 

Source: FEWS NET 

Though the food security situation in rural livelihood zones is worsening due to poor rains during the last two consecutive 
seasons, general food aid distribution by WFP are mitigating the situation. In inland areas the Diraa/Sougoum (March to 
May) rains normally mark the end of the dry season for pastoralists. However, this year these rains have been poor. As a 
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ANNEX: Djibouti Monthly Price Bulletin June 2009 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network ii 
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