
       

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  
 

                
               
         
             
             

           
               
                 
               

               
             

               
                 

   
 

                
                 
                 
               

               
 

                                      
                                       
                                         
                                      
                  

 
 

         
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ETHIOPIA Food Security Update 	 June 2009 

	 Ethiopia continues to face high levels of food 
insecurity. A total of 7.5 million chronically food 
insecure people receive assistance through 
employment in public works under the Productive 
Safety‐Net Program (PSNP). An additional 4.9 million 
people require emergency food assistance through 
June 2009. In addition, about 200,000 people have 
been displaced in the southern parts of the country 
due to clan conflict and are receiving humanitarian 
assistance. However, the official size of the food 
insecure population will most likely increase following 
poor performance of the belg/gu season this year. 
Actual figures will be provided by the ongoing belg/gu 
assessment missions. 

	 Based on current needs, and not including possible 
increases due to the poor belg/gu season, there is 
insufficient relief food in the country due to a 
combination of resource shortfalls and a shortage of 
trucks to transport food from the Djibouti port. 

	 Cereal prices have remained relatively stable since the beginning of 2009 and showed a slight decline in May contrary 
to the seasonal pattern. For example, the nominal retail price of white maize, the cereal most widely consumed by the 
poor was six percent lower than that of last month and 14 percent less than May 2008. Compared to the 2004‐2008 
average however, it is 72 percent higher. These high prices will continue to constrain food access for households that 
spend a significant proportion of their income on food. 

Figure 1. Current food security conditions, June 2009 

Source: FEWS NET and WFP Ethiopia 
For more information on FEWS NET’s Food Insecurity Severity Scale, please 

see: www.fews.net/FoodInsecurityScale 

Seasonal calendar and critical events 

Source: FEWS NET Ethiopia 

FEWS NET Ethiopia 
P O Box 1014, Addis Ababa 
Tel: 251-116-620217/18 
Fax: 251-116-620230 
ethiopia@fews.net 

FEWS NET Washington 
1717 H St NW 
Washington DC 20006 
info@fews.net 

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity.  The authors’ views expressed in 
this publication do not necessarily reflect the view of the United States 
Agency for International Development or the United States Government. 

www.fews.net/ethiopia 
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ANNEX: Ethiopia Monthly Price Bulletin June 2009 

Famine Early Warning Systems Network
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