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e Ethiopia continues to face high

insecurity. A total of 7.5 million chronically food
receive
employment in public works under the Productive
Safety-Net Program (PSNP). An additional 4.9 million
people require emergency food assistance through
June 2009. In addition, about 200,000 people have
been displaced in the southern parts of the country
due to clan conflict and are receiving humanitarian
assistance. However, the official size of the food
insecure population will most likely increase following
poor performance of the belg/gu season this year.
Actual figures will be provided by the ongoing belg/gu

insecure  people

assessment missions.

e Based on current needs, and not including possible
increases due to the poor belg/gu season, there is
insufficient relief food in the country due to a
combination of resource shortfalls and a shortage of

Figure I. Current food security conditions, June 2009
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trucks to transport food from the Djibouti port.

e Cereal prices have remained relatively stable since the beginning of 2009 and showed a slight decline in May contrary
to the seasonal pattern. For example, the nominal retail price of white maize, the cereal most widely consumed by the
poor was six percent lower than that of last month and 14 percent less than May 2008. Compared to the 2004-2008
average however, it is 72 percent higher. These high prices will continue to constrain food access for households that
spend a significant proportion of their income on food.

Seasonal calendar and critical events
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Yellow Maize: Nominal retail prices in Jigija
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White Sorghum: Nominal retail prices in Addis Ababa
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Mixed Teff: Nominal retail prices in Mekele
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Mixed Teff: Nominal retail prices in Bahir Dar
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