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EAST AFRICA Regional Rain Watch April 1, 2011 
 

FEWS NET will publish a Rain Watch for the East Africa region every 10 days through the end of the March-June rainy season, with a special focus 

on ongoing crisis areas in the region.  Its purpose is to assess the progress of the season and the potential impacts on food insecurity, which is 

currently at high or extreme levels in several areas.   

 

Early season rainfall deficits grow in the eastern Horn  
 

There has been normal start of season in the key March-April-May 
cropping areas of the region including northwestern and central Uganda, 
western Kenya and northeastern Tanzania (Figure 1). The same also 
applies to the pastoral areas of Turkana in northeast Kenya, and Karamoja 
and Kapchorwa areas of northwestern Uganda, where rangeland 
resources are expected to regenerate with positive impacts for food 
security. 
 
However, the Belg-cropping zones of Ethiopia, including SNNPR and 
southern areas of Oromia region, remain an area of concern as they have 
experienced a delayed onset of season and significant rainfall deficits. 
This has led to poor crop establishment and an increased likelihood of 
reduced yields. 
 
In the eastern Horn, comprising northeastern Kenya, Somalia and 
southeastern Ethiopia, the MAM season is yet to start. Satellite-derived 
rainfall estimates indicate rainfall deficits of 10-50mm across much of the 
region (Figure 1). In Djibouti and the northeastern pastoral region of Afar, 
the onset of the Diraac/Sougoum (March-June) rains has been erratic, 
which will most likely intensify the current dryness in the 
Diraac/Sougoum-dependant areas and affect crop production, pasture 
and water availability. 
 
The GFS 7-day forecast indicates rainfall amounts of between 5 and 40 
mm over the eastern Horn, signaling the start of season in these areas 
(Figure 2). These rains will most likely enable planting and improve water 
availability in pastoral areas. However, the impact of the rains on overall 
food security will depend on performance of the rains during the 
remainder of the season and the seasonal forecast remains poor for both 
marginal cropping and pastoral areas of Djibouti, Afar region, South Omo 
zone of SNNPR, eastern parts of Oromia region, and parts of Somali 
region of Ethiopia, northeastern Kenya, and southern/central Somalia. 
Besides the below-normal rains, these areas are also likely to experience 
above normal temperatures, which will negatively impact crop production 
and regeneration of rangeland resources. 
 
The western and southern sectors of the region (i.e., Uganda, Rwanda, 
Burundi, Tanzania and western Kenya) are expected to remain wet, while 
rains in the belg areas will likely increase over the coming dekad. 
 

Figure 1. Rainfall Anomalies (mm) 1-31 

March, 2011  
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Figure 2. GFS 7-day Rainfall forecast (mm): 

1 – 8 April, 2011  

 
Source:  FEWS NET/NOAA 
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Figure 3. Maximum Consecutive Dry Days and Dry Days Anomaly 

 
                                                                                                                       Source: FEWS NET/USGS  

Figure 4. Rainfall Anomaly (% of normal): March 1-30, 2011 (RFE) 

 
                                                         Source: FEWS NET/NOAA 

 

 


