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FOOD AND NUTRITIONAL SECURITY IN THE SAHEL AND WEST AFRICA NEWSLETTER 

April 2014 
 

The deteriorating food security conditions in deficit pastoral and agro-pastoral areas in central and western Sahel could 
worsen further by July 2014 

KEY MESSAGES  

The normal onset of this year’s rainy season in March in 
the Gulf of Guinea, coupled with the good moisture 
conditions in April is encouraging the continuation of 
sowing operations. With precipitation forecasts generally 
close to seasonal averages (1981-2010 period), from 
March to June 2014, normal crop development is expected 
during the first season in the Gulf of Guinea with a bi-
modal climate regime.  

 
Markets are well supplied with food products and will 
remain so over the coming months. Cereal prices are 
generally stable or even decrease compared to the 
previous month and at the same period in 2013, except for 
millet and maize in Chad, sorghum in Nigeria, Niger and 
Mauritania for which an increase is recorded. Compared to 
the five-year average, the prices of the month are on the 
rise, particularly in the eastern basin. For the upcoming 
months, cereal prices will experience slight increases but 
they will not reach the levels observed in 2013 due to the 
good food availability and the relatively low demand. 
However, the prices of certain food commodities which are 
already higher than in 2013 will remain high for the 
consumer’s wallet. These include millet in Chad, maize in 
Chad and Nigeria and sorghum in Mauritania and in 
eastern Niger. The price of rice imported into the region 
will remain stable compared to the average, with localized 
declines, during the consumption year.  

The low availability of pastures - more pronounced in 
certain pastoral areas of the Sahel - combined with the 
depletion of water points is already negatively impacting 
the food situation of local livestock. This results in a 
degradation of the physical condition of animals in 
northern Burkina, eastern and north-western Niger, in the 
Chadian Sahel, the south-central agro-pastoral and rainfed 
cropping areas in Mauritania, the agro-pastoral areas of 
Gao and  Timbuktu in Mali and a larger supply of small 
ruminants in the markets than the average.  

The food situation is generally satisfactory region-wide, 
except in the deficit pastoral and agro-pastoral areas of 
the Sahel where the poor and very poor households are 
already experiencing food shortages due to the structural 
weakness of income. 

The food situation could further deteriorate from June due 
to increased consumer demand related to farm work. 
However, the situation is expected to improve in the 
pastoral areas, from July onwards, with the regeneration 
of pastures, the formation of surface water bodies and the 
gradual increase in milk availability, which will be 
reinforced by the return of transhumant animals and the 
likely rise in livestock prices during Ramadan.  

 

AGRICULTURAL SITUATION 

Rainfall  

Since mid-March, rainfall has been regular and sufficient in areas of the Gulf of Guinea, except West of 
Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. Seasonal totals recorded since March indicate a situation which is 
average or higher than the 2005-2009 five-year average. These good moisture conditions that prevailed 
until April allow initiating planting activities which became widespread in April and meet the water 
requirements of tubers and root crops (yams and cassava) planted earlier in March. The NOAA forecasts 
indicate moderate rainfalls until late April in these areas; which will ensure the success of ongoing 
planting operations and the good development of crops already planted. The first regional forum on 
climate forecasts in countries of the Gulf of Guinea, jointly organized by ACMAD and CILSS in Abidjan 
(Côte d’Ivoire), from 10 to 14 March 2014, provides for precipitations generally close to the seasonal 
averages (1981-2010 period) from March to June 2014 over most of the Gulf of Guinea region, with 
possible disturbances in the distribution of rainfall events during this period. 
 

Rainfall events were recorded locally in April 
in the Sudano-Sahelian zones; however, they 
do not mark the beginning of the agricultural 
season. In these areas, land preparation 
remains the main activity. The 17th Forum of 
seasonal forecasting in West Africa (PRESAO) 
to be held in Bamako, from 28 April to 2 May 
2014 as well as the updates to be prepared in 
May and June, will provide more detailed 
information about the likely quality of the 
rainy season’s progress in the Sahelian and 
Sudano-Sahelain zones.  
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Figure 1: Cumulative rainfall anomaly (in percentage) from the 1st dekad of March to the 2nd dekad of 

April 2014 

 

 
Source: FEWS NET/USGS – West Africa 

Locust/Pest situation 

The pest situation remains generally calm in 
the region. The last update on the locust 
situation by the FAO in April indicates that no 
significant developments are expected in the 
region until May, in the light of the dry 
conditions there. The risks of invasions are 
also minimal during the rainy season and so 
until September. 

  

PASTORAL SITUATION 

The livestock feed situation is satisfactory except in the deficit areas of 
pasture in Senegal, Mauritania, Chad, Niger, Mali and Burkina Faso where a 
degradation of the physical condition of local livestock is noted due to 
dwindling water points; it began in March in northern Burkina, eastern and 
north-eastern Niger and in the Chadian Sahel. This situation is more 
difficult for livestock when animals are forced, as in the Sahel region of 
Burkina Faso, to travel 15 to 20 km between the existing water points and 
the grazing lands. This pastoral lean season, which started early this year, 
will continue until June, due to the scarcity of natural pastures and the 
seasonal rise in prices of animal feed. The result is a small local milk 
production, which negatively impacts on the pastoral household 
consumption and de-stocking of fragile animals to reduce maintenance 
costs. The probable regeneration of natural pasture from July, thanks to 
the normal installation of the season in June will facilitate the gradual 

return of livestock overweight and milk availability. We could then see the 
end of animal de-stocking, which is already observed now in some markets 
such as in Gao and Timbuktu, in Mali and in the Sahel region of Burkina 
Faso. 

The normal start of the rainy season in late May and June in the Sudano-
Sahelian zones will also mark the return of animals that had left early for 
transhumance to their normal attachment area. However, with the 
transhumance disruptions in the eastern part of the region, particularly in 
northern Nigeria, eastern Niger and southern Chad because of the civil 
unrest in northern Nigeria and Central African Republic, there could be an 
increase in the numbers of conflicts between farmers and herders during 
the crop installation period.  

MARKETS AND TRADE  

Market supply of basic cereals (maize, millet and sorghum) was satisfactory 
in the region during the March - April 2014 period. The offers were made 
by both traders and producers. Even if contributions by producers have 
decreased in certain markets, especially in Niger, the contribution of 
producer stocks, in this period, confirms the good food availability. This 
even resulted in significant decrease in demand compared to supply, which 
led some producers to make stock retentions in certain  places, e.g. in Mali. 
To this high level of market supply is added a fairly good movement of 
cereals, specifically maize, from the Gulf of Guinea (Ghana, Côte d’Ivoire 
and Nigeria) towards Niger, Burkina Faso and Senegal. 

Cereal prices vary from stability to overall decline compared to the 
previous month and at the same period in 2013. Compared to the five-year 
average, prices are still rising, particularly in the basin, due to high demand 
for consumption and the civil unrest that continues to disrupt the trade 
flows. Significant increases are still observed in millet and sorghum prices 
with average levels above 15% in Niger, Chad and Nigeria, for sorghum in 
Mauritania and maize in Nigeria and Chad. However, in several markets of 
this basin (Niger and Nigeria), millet and sorghum price anomalies are 
being reduced. Changes in maize consumer prices remained generally low 
compared to the five-year average. On the other food crops, prices 
remained stable compared to the past period like yam and cassava prices 
in Benin and rice in Senegal. The price of imported rice is stable compared 
to the average except in Nigeria where it continues to rise due to the 
failure of the policy of restricting imports to the benefit of locally produced 

rice; this price increase has not however led to limited access to rice for the 
majority of households. 

   In terms of perspective for the upcoming months, cereal prices will 
experience slight increases but without reaching the levels observed in 
2013 due to good food availability and relatively low demand. However, 
the prices of certain commodities which are already higher than in 2013 
will remain high. Such commodities include maize in Chad and Nigeria, 
sorghum in Mauritania and eastern Niger, and millet in the eastern basin. 
The price of imported rice widely consumed in the region will remain stable 
compared to the average during the consumption year in the light of the 
good productions recorded in the major exporting countries. A normal 
start of the cropping season in the Sudanian zones could further encourage 
traders and producers holding large stocks to accelerate their marketing. 

On the other hand, the terms of trade between livestock and cereals, cash 
crops and cereals, market garden produce and cereals have remained 
generally stable compared to the month of February although there has 
been a slight increase in prices of small ruminants in Niger and groundnuts 
in Senegal, between February and March. The other cash crops have 
moved downwards, like soybeans in Benin and onion in Niger. 
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Figures 1 and 2: Variation of average monthly prices of maize and millet in March 2014 compared to the five-year average 
 
 

  
 

NUTRITIONAL SITUATION 

In Chad, the provisional results of the SMART survey conducted from 16 
January to 5 March 2014, reveal a serious situation in 5 regions of the 
country (Barh El Ghazal, Batha, Kanem, Lac and Wadi Fira) with rates of 
global acute malnutrition (GAM) between10% and 15%. In the remaining 6 
regions of the Sahelian belt, the situation remains precarious (GAM 
between 5 and 10%). These rates reflect a worrying nutritional situation for 
the people in the Sahelian strip, on average three months after harvest, 
but they remain lower than those recorded in the same period last year, 
which had registered good harvests. 
 
The evolution of acute malnourished admission data in nutrition 
rehabilitation centres in Niger in March 2014 shows that, in general, there 

is no evidence of abnormal trend when compared to March 2013. 
However, there is an increase in admissions in March 2014 compared to 
March 2013 in the regions of Tillabery, Dosso and Niamey.  
 
The nutritional situation remains worrisome in most regions of high 
prevalence of GAM in the Sahel countries (Niger, Mali, Mauritania, Chad 
and Burkina Faso). This situation will probably deteriorate further from 
May 2014 in the absence of targeted and adequate nutritional 
intervention. 
 

 

FOOD SITUATION AND PERSPECTIVES 

The food situation is generally satisfactory in the region this month of April 
because of the average level of domestic stocks, the almost normal market 
supply and the relatively stable or even lower prices compared to last year. 
However, a significant seasonal deterioration of the food situation of the 
poor and very poor households is underway in areas of localized 
production shortfalls in the Sahel, particularly in the Sahelian belt of Chad    
(Wadi Fira and Barh El-Ghazel regions), in the regions of Gao, Timbuktu and 
the Dogon Plateau in Mali, in the rainfed cropping areas of the two Hodhs 
and Guidimakha and the agro-pastoral zone in Mauritania and the agro-
pastoral areas of Tillaberi, Tahoua, Zinder and Diffa in Niger, in north-
eastern Nigeria and in the Sahel region of Burkina Faso. In places, like in 
Mali, the ongoing humanitarian assistance helps preserve households from 
adopting coping strategies such as reducing the number of meals. These 
households, whose food reserves are exhausted since December/January 
i.e., two months earlier than usual, strongly depend on the market where 
prices are highest in the Eastern basin, especially for cereals, compared to 
the average. The strategies implemented by these households which 
include daily work, sale of animals and related products, petty trade, 
remittances from seasonal migrants or not, do not always allow them to 
meet their needs to ensure adequate food. The food situation is still 
worrisome in north-eastern Nigeria plagued by civil insecurity which 
continues to restrict access to the traditional livelihoods including 
cultivable land in the area and the normal functioning of markets. The food 
situation could further deteriorate from June because, in addition to the 
increased consumer demand which will lead to the seasonal rise in prices, 
probably more significant in the Eastern Basin, households will have to face 
expenses for accessing agricultural inputs and tending crops. Between June 
and August, poor households will increasingly resort to the sale of animals, 
forest products, agricultural labour and loans to meet food needs. 

In the deficit pastoral areas of the Sahel where the poor and very poor 
households are already experiencing food shortages, the situation is 

expected to improve from July through the regeneration of pastures, the 
supply of surface water bodies by trickling water and the gradual increase 
in milk availability, which will be reinforced by the return of transhumant 
animals. Livestock prices that will experience their lowest levels in May-
June could be stabilized in July or even begin to rise due to increased 
demand for meat during Ramadan. 

In the Gulf of Guinea, poor households are in a normal lean season which 
began in April and probably will end in late July with the introduction of 
early crops consisting mainly of maize and legumes, but also upland rice 
and vegetables in some areas. There will then be an improvement of food 
availability in the households, access to income through the sale of a 
portion of the harvest, but also agricultural labour and other usual 
activities (sale of forest products – wildlife and flora, fishing, petty trade, 
etc.) enabling poor households to access staple food. 

 


