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 Maize grain was the most informally traded commodity in Eastern 
Africa in the third quarter of 2016 with its percentage increasing from 
20 percent in the second to 35 percent in the third quarter because the 
expected below average production in some main consumption areas in 
the region including Kenya and Rwanda.  

 Dry beans was the second major commodity traded in the region with 
its share increasing from 14 to 25 percent between the second and 
third quarters for the same reasons explained above for maize. 

 Sorghum was third most traded in the region in the third like in the 
second quarter with most exports destined for South Sudan. 

 Trade in locally produced rice mostly from Tanzania was relegated from 
second to fourth position in between the second and third quarters 
because of the initial stop in exports in Tanzania pending domestic 
availability assessments. 

 Re-exports of sugar, wheat and wheat flour were also significantly 
traded in the region in the second quarter.  

 Sesame seed that is mostly exported from Ethiopia to Sudan continued 
to decline seasonably in the third quarter of 2016 as supplies tightened. 

 Livestock trade in the region was mixed with exports from Ethiopia to 
Somalia declining following the end of the June-to-September religious 
festivities. 

 

 

The Market Analysis Sub-group of the 
Food Security and Nutrition Working 
Group (FSNWG) monitors informal cross-
border trade of 88 food commodities and 
livestock in eastern Africa in order to 
quantify the impact on regional food 
security. This bulletin summarizes informal 
trade across selected borders of Tanzania, 
Burundi, Rwanda, Uganda, Kenya, 
Somalia, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Sudan, and 
South Sudan and DRC. Data is provided by 
the East Africa Grain Council (EAGC), the 
Famine Early Warning Systems Network 
(FEWS NET), the Food and Agricultural 
Organization of the United Nations (FAO), 
the National Bank of Rwanda (NBR) and 
the World Food Program (WFP). 
 
Informal trade represents commodity 
flows outside of the formal system, 
meaning that activity is not typically 
recorded in government statistics or 
inspected and taxed through official 
channels. These flows vary from very small 
quantities moved by bicycle to large 
volumes trucked over long distances. This 
report does not capture all informal cross-
border trade in the region, just a 
representative sample. 
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*Additional products may be covered in the annexes. 

Figure 1: Main Staple Food Commodities Informally Traded Across  
Selected Borders in Eastern Africa in the third quarter of 2016. 

Source: FEWSNET and EAGC  
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Maize prices increased seasonably in South 
Sudan between August and September but were 
elevated by broadening insecurity that restricted 
trade flows along some major routes. See Figure 
1. The prices increased unseasonably in the 
southern and southeastern regions of Ethiopia 
following below average June-to-August (Belg) 
harvest. Maize prices remained seasonably 
stable in Tanzania and Uganda, due to increased 
supplies from the May-to-August harvest, but 
were unseasonably stable instead of declining in 
Kenya as stocks tightened amidst expectations of 
below average harvest October-to-January 
harvest and regional imports. Maize prices 
declined typically in Somalia following 
availability of the June-to-July harvest and 
reduced market demand.  

Sorghum prices were seasonably stable in 
Uganda and Somalia due to increased supply 
from the June-to-August harvest, but increased 
typically in South Sudan, with the progression of 
the May-to-August lean season when household 
stocks deplete and there is increased market 
demand. See Figure 2. Conflict-related trade 
disruptions increased the prices further in South 
Sudan. The prices declined typically across most 
markets in Sudan and remained stable in other 
markets, due imminent start of projected above 
average October-to-January harvest and 
availability of early harvested crops, supported 
by relatively large carryover stocks from the 
2014/2015 season. Still prices in Sudan were 
elevated by high inflation. In Ethiopia the prices 
were atypically stable Addis Ababa and in 
markets in the drought affected northeastern 
lowlands of Amhara and Tigray, northern 
pastoral and agro-pastoral areas due to wheat 
(sorghum substitute) market stabilization 
program in most urban areas, massive relief food 
assistance, and purchases of cheaper red-
sorghum as a substitute for local white sorghum. 
The prices increased seasonably in other markets 
as supplies tightened. 

Livestock prices increased seasonably in Sudan, Ethiopia’s 
northeastern Amhara and Tigray, the northern pastoral 
and agro-pastoral areas due to better livestock body 
conditions stemming from water, browse and pasture 
availability during the ongoing June-to-September rains; 
and Kenya’s Turkana, Isiolo and Garissa markets as a result 

of increased demand over the Eid-Al-Adha. Livestock prices 
declined seasonably across most markets in Somalia and 
southeastern Ethiopia following the end of high domestic 
and export demand period in the recently concluded Hajj 
season in September. 

EAST AFRICA MAIZE, SORGHUM, AND LIVESTOCK PRICE SUMMARIES 

Figure 2: September Wholesale Maize Prices in Selected Markets 
in East Africa Source: FEWSNET 

 

Figure 3: September Wholesale Sorghum Prices in Selected 
Markets in East Africa Source: FEWSNET 
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Maize: Of the estimated 234,000MT of maize traded in the 
East Africa region in the third quarter of 2016 (July-to-
September), of which exports to Kenya and South Sudan 
accounted for 62 and 33 percent of the total trade 
respectively. See Figure 4. 

Third quarter maize exports from Tanzania to Kenya 
typically picked up due to increased availability of maize 
from the May-to-August (Msimu) and July-to-August 
(Masika) harvest. Exports to Kenya were exacerbated by 

surplus maize production in Tanzania, tight supplies of 

milling quality maize and expected below average harvest 
in Kenya. An estimated 107,000 MT of maize crossed into 
Kenya which was two times higher than the previous 
quarter and the same quarter last year. The volume was 
almost three times higher than the three year third quarter 
average volumes. Maize exports from Tanzania to Rwanda 
and Burundi declines seasonably due to availability of 
maize and other substitute roots and tubers in the 
destination markets following the June-to-July harvests. 

Maize exports from Uganda to South Sudan increased 
typically in the third quarter of 2016, but at 78,000MT, 
were significantly higher than the last quarter, same 
quarter last year, and three year third quarter average 
volumes, despite ongoing conflict and insecurity in South 
Sudan. This was attributed to conflict-related trade 
disruption between the main producing areas in Greater 
Equatoria and the main consumption market of Juba that 
reduced supplies from the June-to-August first harvest, 
necessitating increased imports between July and 
September. Also, following the erosion of institutional 
capacity for governance and facing high returns to trade in 
South Sudan, continuing structural changes in the food 

export business which is becoming dominated by risk-
averse small-scale traders, operating in the informal sector, 
where there is increased payments for bribes and 
protection, is contributing to increasing export volumes 
from a low base when compared to pre-conflict period.  

In the same quarter, maize exports from Uganda to Kenya 
were around 35,000MT which was atypically four times 
lower than the last quarter; 83 and 74 percent lower than 
the same quarter last year and three year third quarter 

average volumes respectively. This was 
ascribed to increased availability and 
reduced demand for maize across most 
Kenyan markets because of relatively 
cheaper maize from Tanzania. See Figure 2. 
Maize exports to Rwanda increased typically 
and were 38 percent higher than the 2016 
second quarter due to increased availability 
from the El Nino enhanced 2015/2016 
production period although there were 
localized deficit areas. 

Also exports of maize from Ethiopia to 
Somalia and northern Kenya in the third 
quarter increased typically but in low 
volumes due to seasonal tight supply in 
Kenya and Somalia where there is yearly 
structural deficits in maize production. Maize 
exports to Kenya and Somalia were two 

times and 19 percent higher than the previous quarter, 17 
percent lower and 20 percent higher than the previous 
quarter due to availability from other domestic sources and 
below average July-to-August harvest respectively. The 
increased exports from Ethiopia were also attributed to 
relatively low prices as a result of extensive food aid 
distribution in the source markets in Ethiopia and 
relatively higher prices in the destination markets in 
Somalia. 

Sorghum: An estimated 78,000 MT of sorghum were 
traded in the East Africa region in the third quarter of 2016. 
Exports to South Sudan and accounted for 78 percent of the 
total trade. Figure 5. 

Sorghum exports from Uganda to South Sudan (around 
57,000 MT) increased seasonably by 27 percent from the 
second quarter, but were eight and two times higher than 
2015 third quarter and the three year average for the third 
quarters for the same reasons mentioned for maize earlier. 
Exports to Kenya (around 4,000 MT) though significantly 
lower than volumes exported to South Sudan, were 
nevertheless two times higher than the second quarter, 

THE STATUS OF CROSS BORDER TRADE IN THIRD QUARTER (JUL-SEP) OF 2016 

Figure 4: Quarterly Sum of Formal and Informal Cross border Trade of Maize 
Grain in Main Trade Corridors in Eastern Africa.  

Source: FEWS NET and EAGC 
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similar to 2015 third quarter and 19 percent higher than 
the three year third quarter average volumes. This was 
attribute to increased purchases for brewing. Exports to 
Rwanda declined typically following increased availability 
in Rwanda after the June-to-July harvest. 

Third quarter exports of sorghum from Sudan and Eritrea 
(estimated at 9,000 MT) were significantly higher than the 
second quarter volumes but still 60 and 47 percent lower 
than 2015 third quarter and three year average for third 
quarter levels due to tapering supplies in Sudan following 
the previous season below average harvest. Exports to 
South Sudan (around 2,000 MT) were typically 73 percent 
lower than second quarter volumes due to seasonal 
deterioration of roads by May-to-October rains, but still 
two times and 70 percent higher than the 2015 third 
quarter and three year third quarter average levels as a 
result of increasing trade between the two 
countries from a low base following the opening 
up of borders between the two nations. The 
border, was closed after the 2011 split and only re-
opened last January although it has been closed 
temporarily in some occasions. 

Despite closure of the Ethiopia and South Sudan 
borders, an estimated 1,100 MT of sorghum were 
exported from Ethiopia to South Sudan eastern 
regions of former Upper Nile and Jonglei States in 
the third quarter which were 19, 51 and 130 
percent higher than second quarter, 2015 third 
quarter and three year third quarter average 
volumes respectively.  Exports of sorghum from 
Ethiopia to Somalia continued typically in the 
third quarter but at lower volumes when 

compared to cross-border trader in other 
parts of the region. Third quarter export 
volumes were similar to second quarter, 61 
and 88 percent higher than 2015 third 
quarter and three year third quarter average 
volumes respectively. The increase in 
exports was attributed to higher demand in 
Somalia as a result of below average  July-to-
August harvest, in addition to extensive 
relief distributions in Ethiopia that have 
kept prices low despite below average 
October-to-January harvest. However, 
exports and re-exports of sorghum from 
Somalia to Djibouti was dismally low 
between the second and third quarters, and 
11 and 53 percent lower than the same 
quarter in 2015 and three year third quarter 
average volumes respectively. This was 
attributed to tight supplies in Somalia, and 
extensive food aid distribution in Djibouti. 

Rice: Of about 63,000MT of rice traded in the region, 
exports of locally produced rice from Tanzania to Kenya, 
Rwanda and Uganda accounted for 41, 13 and 11 percent of 
the total trade respectively. See Figure 6. However, there 
are substantial amounts of formal rice imports from 
overseas to every country with the exception of mainland 
Tanzania. Exports of locally produced rice from Tanzania to 
Kenya (26, 000 MT) increased seasonably by 36 percent 
between the second and third quarters of 2016 and were 
54 and 60 percent higher than 2015 third quarter and three 
year average of third quarters as a result of high demand 
even though it sells at a premium to Asian rice. As 
mentioned in earlier reports, Tanzania rice is preferred by 
low to medium income households in Eastern Africa 
because of its aroma and high water imbibition that makes 

Figure 6: Three Month Moving Sum of Formal and Informal Cross Border 
Trade of Rice in Main Markets Corridors in Eastern Africa. Source: FEWS 

NET and EAGC 

Figure 5: Quarterly Sum of Formal and Informal Cross border Trade of 
Sorghum Grain in Main Trade Corridors in Eastern Africa.  

Source: FEWS NET and EAGC 
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it swell, thus feeding and satisfying many people. Rice 
exports from Tanzania to Rwanda (8,000 MT) and Burundi 
(193 MT) declined seasonably following increased supplies 
of substitutes from the June-to-July harvest in both 
countries. Nevertheless, the volumes were 41 and 73 
percent below 2015 third quarter attributed to 
increased customs inspections at border 
crossings following uncertainties of the origin of 
the rice and insecurity-related trade disruption in 
Burundi respectively. Exports to Uganda (7,000 
MT) declined seasonably due by 44 percent from 
the second quarter due to increased availability of 
own rice and other substitutes from the June-to-
July harvest in Uganda. Still, the exports were four 
and three times higher than 2015 third quarter 
and three year third quarter average levels due to 
due to non-application of charges on some 
consignments as mixing of Tanzanian and Asian 
rice abates. 

Unlike maize, sorghum and dry beans, rice 
exports from Uganda to South Sudan (9,000 MT) 
remained typically stable between the second and 
third quarters of 2916 but were higher by 39 
percent when compared to 2015 third quarters, 
but lower by 41 percent when compared to the three year 
average for the third quarter, This is attributed to relatively 
high prices of rice which cannot be easily accessed by large 
section of consumers whose purchasing power continued 
to  decline as result of the drawn out domestic conflict. 

Re-exports of rice imported from overseas from Somalia to 
Kenya and Ethiopia was not as significant as the trade in 
locally produced rice between Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania 
and South Sudan. Nevertheless, re-exports of rice from 
Somalia to Ethiopia (10,000 MT) increased marginally 
between the second and third quarters due to relatively 
high demand in eastern Somali areas of Ethiopia following 
some improvements in road conditions after the end of the 
May-to-June rains. Exports to Kenya (2,900 MT) increased 
by 23 percent from the second quarter and were three and 
two times higher than the third quarter of 2015 and three 
year average of third quarters as traders find new ways to 
circumvent the security operations between the Kenya and 
Somalia borders.  

Dry beans: In the third quarter of 2016, approximately 
66,000 MT of dry beans were traded within the East Africa 
region of which exports to South Sudan and Kenya 
accounted for 50 and 42 percent of the total trade 
respectively. See Figure 7. 

Bean exports from Uganda to South Sudan (33,000 MT) 
increased seasonably but were reinforced by the same 

factors mentioned for maize earlier, in addition to reduced 
demand in Kenya. The exports were three times higher 
than the second quarter level, significantly higher than 
2015 third quarter, and double the three year third quarter 
average volumes. Exports to Kenya (14,000 MT) declined 

typically as a result of increased availability from the July-
to-September harvest, and was lessened further by the 
lingering effect of above average harvests in the previous 
two seasons. Beans exports to DRC (3,000 MT) were still 
low in volumes but two times higher than in the second 
quarter, was double the 2015 third quarter, and two times 
higher than the three year average for the third quarters, 
because of rising demand and increasing cross-border 
trade as the security situation in eastern DRC improves.  

Exports of beans of small variety from Rwanda to Uganda 
(2,500 MT) declined unseasonably by 54 percent because 
of below average June-to-July harvest. Dry bean exports 
from Tanzania to Kenya  (6,700 MT) increased typically by 
nine percent from the second quarter and were 41 and 
eight percent higher than the 215 third quarter and three 
year average of third quarters due to increased availability 
from the near average May-to-August harvest in Tanzania. 
Dry bean exports from Ethiopia to Kenya (6,400 MT) and 
Sudan (100) declined atypically due to tight supplies within 
Ethiopia following below average harvests in the previous 
October-to-January and recent June-to-July harvests, in 
addition to low purchasing power in Sudan, and increased 
availability within Kenya stemming from the previous two 
consecutive seasons of good harvest.  

Livestock: Exports of goats (7,500 Heads)) and camels 
(810 Heads)) from Somalia to Kenya increased seasonably 
by up to 44 percent between the second and third quarters 

Figure 7: Quarterly sum of Formal and Informal Cross border Trade of 
Dry Beans in Main Markets Corridors in Eastern Africa. Source: 

FEWSNET and EAGC 
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of 2016 following the end of fattening during the April-to-
June rains and improved cattle trekking conditions in 
Somalia. See Figure 8. 

Third quarter goat and camel export volumes were down 
by up to 29 when compared to 2015 third attributed to 
prolonged availability of pasture and water between 
January and March dry season that merged well with the 
April-to-June rains in the northeastern pastoral areas of 
Kenya, which resulted in increased livestock production 
and reduced demand. While camel and goat exports were 
46 and 13 percent higher than the three year average for 
third quarters. Cattle exports (1,900 Heads) were 12, 47 
and 13 percent lower than second quarter, 2015 third 
quarter, and three year average for third quarters 
respectively, due to relatively good animal body conditions, 
availability and reduced demand in Kenya as result of 
improved pasture and water availability in the pastoral 
areas. 

Camel (15,000 Heads) and cattle (35,000 Heads) exports 

from Ethiopia to Somalia declined seasonably by up to 18 
percent between the second and third quarters 2016, and 
as the June-to-July Ramadan related high demand started 
to abate. Goat exports (110,400 Heads) increased 
marginally but seasonably. Third quarter 2016 livestock 
exports from Ethiopia to Somalia were down were lower 
than 2015 third quarter by up to 42 percent as more 
households held on to animals for restocking. Many 
households had previously sold animals between January 
and March 2016 because of poor pasture and water 
conditions occasioned by below average rains in the 
previous two consecutive seasons. Cattle and camel exports 
were 11 and 30 percent lower than the three year third 
quarter average while goat exports were 40 percent higher. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 8: Three Month Moving Average Formal and Informal Cross 
border Trade of Livestock in Main Markets Corridors in Eastern Africa. 

Source: FEWSNET and EAGC 
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CROSS BORDER TRADE OUTLOOK OCTOBER TO DECEMBER 2016  
 

Figure 9: Expected October-to-November Rainfall Performance and 
trade flows in East Africa. Source: USDA and FEWSNET 

Broad beans from Ethiopia to Sudan are expected to increase in the first 
quarter of 2017 following increased supplies from the October-to-January 
harvest, but the prices would likely be relatively higher than last year due to 
increasing inflation in Ethiopia. However, sesame exports from Ethiopia to 
Sudan may be lower than usual as result of very low prices over the course 
of 2016, in addition to in kind loan repayment that is fixed at SDG 375 per 
Guntar (Guntar = 100 lb.), which is perceived to be lower than the actual cost 
of production. 
 

Grain and or flour exports from 
Uganda and Sudan to South Sudan 
are expected to be erratic as a 
result of renewed conflict and 
broadening insecurity, high risk 
premiums and thin markets, while 
exports of sorghum from Sudan to 
Eritrea will likely be average-to-
above average due to expected 
above average November-to-
January harvests and long drawn-
out carryover stocks from the 
above average 2014/15 harvest. 
 

Grain and pulse exports from the surplus producing Tanzania and 
Uganda to deficit producing Kenya and Rwanda are expected to 
flow typically but at relatively higher prices compared to last 
year, as a result of below average production in Kenya, Rwanda, 
Tanzania, and Uganda. Government emphasis on use of export 
permits by Tanzanian traders will likely increase the export 
prices slightly besides indirectly increasing the costs of evading 
the permit. 
 

Sorghum and maize imports from 
Ethiopia to Northwestern regions 
of Somalia are expected to decline 
seasonably between November and 
December due to increased 
supplies from the above-average 
Gu/Karan 2016 harvests in Somalia, 
and seasonal low demand for grain 
imports from Ethiopia. However, 
imports from Ethiopia between 
February and May 2017 will likely 
be priced relatively higher due to 

Livestock trade between Ethiopia, 
Somalia and Kenya is expected to 
decline following the end of the 
September Hajj season, and start 
picking up in the second quarter of 
2017 as livestock keepers and 
traders start restocking for the 
June/July Ramadan season. 
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Figure 10: cross-borders points monitored by FEWS NET and East Africa Grain Council in Eastern Africa by 
September 2016 
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CROSS BORDER TRADE ANNEX JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2016  

Last 

Quarter Last Year

3 Year 

Average

Last 

Quarter

Last 

Year Average

Uganda - South Sudan 77,994 751% 2399% 1189% ▲ ▲ ▲

Uganda - Kenya 35,324 385% -83% -71% ▲ ▼ ▼

Tanzania - Kenya 107,391 206% 182% 55% ▲ ▲ ▲

Tanzania - Rwanda 100 -97% 3243% -96% ▼ ▲ ▼

Ethiopia - Kenya 2,471 196% -17% 124% ▲ ▼ ▲

Ethiopia - Somalia 1,180 19% 20% 81% ▲ ▲ ▲

Uganda - South Sudan 57,175 27% 837% 826% ▲ ▲ ▲

Uganda - Kenya 4,276 204% -2% 30% ▲ ► ▲

Uganda - Rwanda 2,910 -34% -70% -32% ▼ ▼ ▼

Ethiopia - Djibouti 3 0% 0% -65% ► ► ▼

Ethiopia - Somalia 769 5% 61% 98% ► ▲ ▲

Somalia - Djibouti 118 228% -11% -54% ▲ ▼ ▼

Sudan - South Sudan 2,183 -73% 237% -19% ▼ ▲ ▼

Rice Uganda - South Sudan 9,026 3% 39% -34% ► ▲ ▼

Tanzania - Kenya 26,250 36% 54% 117% ▲ ▲ ▲

Tanzania - Rwanda 8,164 -20% -41% -47% ▼ ▼ ▼

Somalia - Kenya 2,900 23% 255% 139% ▲ ▲ ▲

Somalia - Ethiopia 10,056 8% 5% -9% ▲ ► ▼

Tanzania - Burundi 194 -84% -73% -42% ▼ ▼ ▼

Uganda - South Sudan 33,065 276% 2901% 99% ▲ ▲ ▲

Uganda - Kenya 14,055 -5% -63% -29% ▼ ▼ ▼

Rwanda - Uganda 2,470 -54% -70% -50% ▼ ▼ ▼

Uganda - DRC 2,648 234% 96% 109% ▲ ▲ ▲

Tanzania - Kenya 6,889 9% 41% 20% ▲ ▲ ▲

Ethiopia - Kenya 6,363 -7% -9% 4% ▼ ▼ ►

Ethiopia - Sudan 94 533% -100% -99% ▲ ▼ ▼

Somalia - Kenya 810 40% -24% 49% ▲ ▼ ▲

Ethiopia - Somalia 14,943 -3% -12% -23% ► ▼ ▼

Somalia - Kenya 1,921 -12% -47% -12% ▼ ▼ ▼

Ethiopia - Somalia 35,193 -18% -26% -20% ▼ ▼ ▼

Somalia - Kenya 7,511 44% -29% 8% ▲ ▼ ▲

Ethiopia - Somalia 110,437 8% -42% 43% ▲ ▼ ▲

Sheep Somalia - Kenya 1,113 24% 13% 134% ▲ ▲ ▲

Sorghum

Beans

Camels

Cattle

Goats

Commodity
Trade Flow Corridors 

(source destination)

Trade 

Volumes 

in MT

% Change Historical Comparison

Maize


	Blank Page



