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SOMALIA Food Security Outlook June 2017 to January 2018 

Wide-spread Emergency (IPC Phase 4) expected after third consecutive very poor season 

KEY MESSAGES 

 In early May, FSNAU and FEWS NET released a joint alert warning 
that Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes would persist through 
June in agropastoral areas of Bay and Bakool, Northern Inland 
Pastoral, Hawd Pastoral, and Addun Pastoral livelihood zones and 
3.2 million people would be in need of emergency humanitarian 
assistance. Large-scale assistance was delivered in many areas in 
recent months and has mitigated more extreme outcomes. In 
several of these areas, Crisis (IPC Phase 3!) outcomes are now 
present, but Emergency (IPC Phase 4) persists in areas where 
assistance is unable to reach rural populations in need.   

 An estimated 2.5 to 3 million people will remain in need of 
emergency humanitarian assistance though the end 2017. Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3) and Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes are expected 
and in the event that there is significant interruption to current 
food assistance programs, prices rise sharply and household food 
access declines further, and an effective response to ongoing 
disease outbreaks is not implemented, Famine (IPC Phase 5) is 
possible.1 Of highest risk are agropastoral areas of Bay and Bakool. 
The post-Gu assessment is ongoing and an updated estimate 
based on new data will be available in August.    

 Gu rainfall was well below average in many areas of Somalia and 
production is expected to be approximately 50 percent of normal, 
a third consecutive very poor harvest. In southern agricultural and 
agropastoral areas, the July/August Gu harvest and agricultural 
labor opportunities available in late 2017 will increase food access 
somewhat, but Crisis (IPC Phase 3) and Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes are expected to persist. Of greatest concern are 
agropastoral areas of Bay and Bakool, Southern Rainfed Agropastral of Lower Shabelle, and Southern Agropastoral of 
Bakool, Gedo, and Hiraan.  

 In pastoral livelihood zones of greatest concern, including Northern Inland Pastoral, Hawd Pastoral, and Addun Pastoral, 
Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes are expected through January. Poor households have few saleable livestock and no 
access to milk through September. Consumption will improve slightly between October and January, after a few goat births 
increase milk availability, but poor households will still lack access to sufficient income to purchase food. The results of a 
household economy approach (HEA) outcome analysis conducted by FEWS NET in June 2016 found that, even with coping 
strategies, households in Northern Inland Pastoral will face food consumption gaps throughout 2017.  

                                                                 

1 According to the IPC, a Famine (IPC Phase 5) has occurred when the following three criteria are met: 1. At least 20 percent of households in the area of concern are classified in 

Catastrophe; 2. The prevalence of acute malnutrition is very high, above 30 percent if measured using weight-for-height or above 17 percent if measured using Mid-Upper Arm 
Circumference (MUAC); and, 3. Excess mortality has occurred, as evidenced by a Crude Death Rate (CDR) above 2/10,000/day. 

 Current food security outcomes, June 2017 

 
Source: FEWS NET/FSNAU  

 FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis follows 

key IPC protocols but does not necessarily reflect the consensus of 

national food security partners. 

mailto:fewsinquiry.somalia@fews.net
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/somalia/alert/may-9-2017
http://www.fews.net/ipc
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC-Manual-2-Interactive.pdf#page=24
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NATIONAL OVERVIEW  

Current Situation 

April to June Gu rainfall started one to two weeks late and was 30-50 percent 
below average (Figure 1) and erratically distributed (Figure 2) in many parts 
of Somalia. In the northwest, pastoral livelihood zones in Togdheer, Sool, and 
Sanaag received near average rainfall, but in all other areas of the northwest, 
rainfall was 30-50 percent below average. In the northeast, rainfall was 
average to above average in many areas, although ground reports indicate 
rainfall was well below average parts of Aluula, Iskushuban, and Eyl. In 
central regions, Gu rainfall was 20-60 percent below average in all areas. In 
southern regions, rainfall totals were well below average in Bakool, Middle 
Shabelle, northern Bay, and northern Lower Shabelle. In all other districts, 
rainfall was average, but erratically distributed across time. Hagaa rainfall, 
which is received in southern Bay and southern coastal districts from late 
June through August, began in mid-June and has so far been above average.   

As a result of erratically distributed rainfall, the availability of pasture and 
water varies throughout the country. In the northwest, despite below-
average rainfall, ground reports indicate that pasture is average in most 
areas, which has encouraged out-migrated livestock to return. The exception 
to this is in Elafweyn of Sanaag and Burao and Odweyne of Togdheer, where 
conditions are below average. In the northeast, pasture and water resources 
are available at average levels, except in Coastal Deeh and Northern Inland 
Pastoral livelihood zones of Nugaal, and Addun Pastoral livelihood zone of 
Mudug, where ground reports indicate poorer than normal pasture. Ground 
information also reports that water sources were only partially refilled in 
Northern Inland Pastoral and Hawd Pastoral livelihood zones of Eyl, and 
Addun Pastoral livelihood zone of Jariiban. In central regions, conditions are 
normal in Dhusamareeb and Abuduwaq, but significantly below average in 
all other areas. In southern regions, pasture and water resources are average 
in most of Bay, Middle Juba, Lower Juba, southern Gedo, and Southern Inland 
Pastoral of Hiraan.  

With water available in most reservoirs, water prices have declined. Between 
February and May, the price of a 20-liter jerry can of water decreased 
approximately 33 percent in the northeast, 18 percent in central regions, and 
48 percent in the northwest. In southern regions, the price declined around 
45 percent in Lower Shabelle, Middle Shabelle, Bakool, and Bay, but 
remained stable in all other regions. 

Extremely poor livestock body conditions were observed in most areas of the 
country during the post-Jilaal assessment in April (Figure 3), but have 
improved in June due to increased access to pasture and water (Figure 4). 
Livestock body conditions are near normal in Bay, Bari, Middle Juba, Lower 
Juba, Awdal, Nugal, Sool, and most parts of Todgheer, Wooqoyi Galbeed, and 
Hiraan. Livestock body conditions have improved less significantly, and 
remain somewhat below average, in Bakool, Gedo, Galgaduud, Mudug, and 
Middle Shabelle. Most pastoralists are pursing normal seasonal migration 
patterns, moving short distances within their livelihood zones.  

Due to atypical livestock deaths and distress selling, low to no conception 
during the 2016/2017 Deyr season, and high off-take during the 2017 Jilaal, herd sizes have declined 30-60 percent from 
baseline levels in many areas. Conception during the 2017 Gu season was also lower than normal in most regions, and most 
areas reported medium to low conception.  

Projected food security outcomes, June to September 

2017 

 
Source: FEWS NET/FSNAU 

 

Projected food security outcomes, October 2017 to 

January 2018 

 
Source: FEWS NET/FSNAU 

FEWS NET classification is IPC-compatible. IPC-compatible analysis 

follows key IPC protocols but does not necessarily reflect the 

consensus of national food security partners. 

http://www.fews.net/ipc
http://www.ipcinfo.org/fileadmin/user_upload/ipcinfo/docs/IPC-Manual-2-Interactive.pdf#page=24
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The area planted for the 2017 Gu season was below average due to 
poor early-season rainfall, and the erratic distribution of rainfall 
throughout the season negatively affected crop development. In key 
sorghum-producing regions of Bay and Bakool, pests destroyed some 
crops and other crops wilted during a long dry spell in late May/early 
June. However, above-average Hagaa rainfall in Bay since mid-June 
has led to improvements and most remaining crops in Bay are at the 
flowering stage. In Lower Shabelle and Middle Shabelle, more than 
half of the crops planted in April wilted during the long dry spell and 
were replanted in May. Crops are in poor condition in the Sorghum 
High Potential livelihood zone of Lower Shabelle and Middle Shabelle 
and agropastoral areas of Lower Juba. The exception to this is in 
Jamame District where late-season rainfall encouraged farmers to 
resume planting and crops are currently at the vegetative stage. The 
poorest cropping conditions were observed in agropastoral areas of 
Hiiraan, Gedo, Bakool, Lower Juba, and the Cowpea Belt, where a 
significant proportion of crops wilted due to moisture stress. No major 
river flooding occurred in riverine areas during the Gu season and, as 
a result, little to no off-season cultivation has occurred. 

Conversely, cropping conditions are relatively normal in Middle Juba 
and Northwest Agroastoral livelihood zone. In Middle Juba, planting 
and rainfall were near average and an estimated 80 percent of 
sorghum, maize, and cash crops are in fair condition. In Northwest 
Agropastoral livelihood zone, the only production area in the north, 
around 48,200 hectares were planted, a typical amount for this 
livelihood zone, and crops are in the vegetative or flowering stage 
(Figure 5).  

As a result of very poor production in 2016/17, local staple cereal 
supply is below average. Between January and May, imports of 
sorghum and maize from Ethiopia (3,994 tons) were 37 percent higher 
than the same time last year, driven by below-average supply and 
relatively higher prices in Somalia. The contribution of these imports 
to total supply is relatively low, though, and sorghum and maize prices 
remain well above average as a result of below-average local supply.  

In May, the retail price of a kilogram of red sorghum in Baidoa was 130 
percent higher than both last year and the five-year average, while the 
price of a kilogram of white maize in Qoryoley was 45 percent higher 
than last year and 36 percent above the five-year average (Figure 6). 
Although prices in most markets seasonally increase during the lean 
season, staple food prices in these main production regions decreased 
slightly between April and May as traders released remaining stocks 
to the markets. To a less significant degree, prices are also above average in the cereal-producing areas of Awdal, Waqooyi 
Galbeed, and Togdheer, due to below-average 2016 Karan production. The retail price of a kilogram of sorghum in these regions 
in May was, on average, 14 percent above last year and 27 percent above the five-year average.   

The prices of imported commodities remain generally stable. Compared to average, the retail price of a kilogram of rice in May 
was similar to the five-year average in Juba and the Sorghum Belt, 5-15 percent below average in the Maize Belt and 
northeastern regions, and 5-20 percent above average in central and northwestern regions. 

Livestock prices have increased in recent months as body conditions improve, but prices remain below average in some 
northeastern, southern, and central regions. In May, the price of a local quality goat was approximately 20 percent below the 
five-year average in the Sorghum Belt, Middle Juba, and Lower Juba. The price of a local quality goat was 6 percent below  

Figure 1. Rainfall as a percentage of normal, March 1 to 

June 20 2017, compared to the 1981-2010 mean, CHIRPS 

 
Source: USGS/FEWS NET 

 

Figure 2. Rainfall in millimeters (mm) per dekad (10-day 
period) in Hiraan, southern Somalia, CHIRPS 

 
Source: USGS/FEWS NET 
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average in the northeast and 15 percent below average in central 
areas. Goat prices are stable with the five-year average in Lower 
Shabelle, Middle Shabelle, and Banaadir, and roughly 25 percent 
above average in the northwest. In southern areas, as a result of 
below average livestock prices and/or above-average cereal 
prices, household purchasing capacity is well below normal: The 
goat-to-cereal terms of trade (ToT) are between 25-60 percent 
below average. In central and northern areas, ToT are relatively 
better despite below-average livestock prices due to low and 
stable rice prices, the main staple consumed in these regions.   

The number of conflict-related incidents between the Federal 
Government of Somalia (FGS) and insurgents has increased in 
southern and central regions compared to recent years, most 
notably in Mogadishu. In Hiraan, Bay, and Bakool, the delivery of 
assistance and traded goods to rural areas are occasionally 
restricted. In Lower Juba, Middle Juba, Bay, and Bakool, roadside 
bombs and armed clashes between militants and Government 
forces, backed by the African Union Mission to Somalia 
(AMISOM), have been frequently reported in 2017. In Hiraan and 
Lower Shabelle, clan conflicts disrupted pastoral movement and 
Gu crop cultivation in some areas. In Afgoye and Merka, some 
farmers were forced to abandon their fields as a result of conflict.  

In January, FEWS NET and FSNAU released a joint statement on 
deteriorating food security in Somalia and the risk of Famine (IPC 
Phase 5) in a worst-case scenario. In response, humanitarian 
organizations significantly increased the size and reach of 
emergency assistance. Between April and June, around 2.5 
million people were reached with emergency humanitarian 
assistance monthly, a six-fold increase from the roughly 500,000 
reached in January (Figure 7).  

Internal displacement continues in Somalia, although the 
monthly rate of displacement has slowed in recent months 
compared to late 2016 and early 2017. According to the UNHCR-
led Protection and Return Monitoring Network (PRMN), 46,000 
drought-driven displacements were recorded in May, and 22,000 
were reported between June 1 and 23. Of the displacements in 
June, 13,500 arrived in Baidoa town from rural areas of Bay and 
Bakool. Although some displaced persons in Baidoa are returning 
to their places of origin to engage in agricultural activities, the 
number is relatively small: an estimated 16,300 people returned 
in June. Overall, nearly 761,000 people have been displaced since 
November 2016 as a result of drought (Figure 8). 

‘Critical’ levels of global acute malnutrition (GAM) are present in 
most areas, driven by lower than normal food access, increased 
waterborne illness during the rainy season, and poor access to 
health services. SMART surveys conducted by Concern, Save the 
Children, and ACF in May/June in Afgoye of Lower Shabelle, 
Baidoa of Bay, El Barde of Bakool, Wanlaweyn of Lower Shabelle, 
and Mogadishu, reported ‘Critical’ (>15%) levels of GAM (WHZ). 
In El Barde of Bakool, the GAM (WHZ) prevalence was 30.7 
percent (26.0-35.8) and the SAM (WHZ) was 8.3% (6.0-11.4), a  

Figure 3. Camel body conditions observed in Hawd of Galkacyo 

District, post-Jilaal assessment, April 2017   

 
Source: FEWS NET 

Figure 4. Average pasture and livestock body conditions in Bari of 

Northern Inland Pastoral, June 2017  

 
Source: FSNAU 

Figure 5. Favorable rangeland and maize at the vegetative stage, 

Idhanka Jilfo-urey village, Gabiley, northwestern Somalia, June 2017  

  
Source: FEWS NET 

 

http://www.fews.net/east-africa/somalia/alert/january-16-2017
http://www.fsnau.org/in-focus/fsnau-fewsnet-technical-release-february-2017
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very high and concerning prevalence. Additional SMART 
surveys conducted by FSNAU in June also indicate ‘Critical’ 
levels of acute malnutrition in 9 out of 12 IDP settlements. 
High disease incidence is contributing to acute malnutrition. 
Between January 1 and June 18 over 53,000 cases of cholera 
and 10,000 cases of measles have been reported. 

In central and northeastern pastoral areas, food insecurity 
remains severe and households face food consumption 
gaps. Rice prices are stable and ToT are near average, but 
pastoralists have few saleable livestock after losing a large 
proportion of their herd to death and distress selling. In 
addition to limited income from livestock sales, households 
also lack access to typical levels of milk given that few to no 
births took place during the Gu season. Of greatest concern 
are Northern Inland Pastoral, Hawd Pastoral, and Addun 
Pastoral livelihood zones, where large-scale humanitarian 
assistance is mitigating more extreme outcomes and Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3!) exists. Food security is slightly better in 
pastoral areas of the south, where households lost fewer 
livestock and have greater access to income to purchase 
cereal. Humanitarian assistance is also significant in many of 
these areas, helping to maintain Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) 
outcomes. The exception to this is Southern Inland Pastoral 
livelihood zone in Bakool, where large-scale livestock losses 
did occur and households face difficulty selling sufficient 
livestock to meet their basic needs, and are in Crisis (IPC 
Phase 3!) in the presence of humanitarian assistance.  

In agropastoral areas, poor households experienced two 
consecutive poor production seasons in 2016 and now face 
a third below-average season. With no household food 
stocks, households are relying primarily on markets to 
access food, but agricultural labor opportunities, the key 
source of income in many areas, were much lower than 
normal during the poor Gu season. Furthermore, purchasing 
power is well below average. Most areas are in Crisis (IPC Phase 3), but Stressed (IPC Phase 2!) outcomes exist in areas where 
large-scale humanitarian assistance is ongoing. Of greatest concern are Bay and Bakool, where large-scale humanitarian 
assistance is mitigating more extreme outcomes, but many poor households in in accessible, rural areas remain in Emergency 
(IPC Phase 4). Also of concern are agropastoral areas of Hiraan and Southern Rainfed Agropastoral livelihood zone in Lower 
Shabelle, where clan conflicts and erratically distributed rainfall both caused crop destruction and lowered agricultural labor 
opportunities. These livelihood zones are in Emergency (IPC Phase 4).  

Assumptions 

The June 2017 to January 2018 most likely scenario is based on the following national-level assumptions: 

Seasonal forecast:  

 July to August Hagaa rainfall in Lower and Middle Shabelle, Lower and Middle Juba, and southern Bay is forecast to be 
average. The July to September Karan rainy season in northwestern Somalia is also forecast to be average.  

 The June to September Hagaa season is expected to drier than usual in most of the country and water and pasture will 
deplete faster than normal. The exception to this is in isolated areas of the north and south.    

 ENSO conditions are currently neutral. The IRI/CPC ENSO forecast as of early June indicates the most-likely scenario is for 
neutral conditions through early 2018, with positive Sea Surface Temperature anomalies in the central and eastern Pacific  

Figure 6. Retail price of maize, Qorioley, Lower Shebelle  

 
Source: FSNAU data 

  
Figure 7. Beneficiaries reached with emergency humanitarian 

assistance in 2017 

 
Source: Food Security Cluster data 
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beginning to decrease through mid to late 2017.The Indian Ocean 
Dipole (IOD) is forecast to be positive through at least September 
2017 according to the majority of climate forecasting centers. The 
October to December Deyr rains are forecast to be above average 
as a result of the likelihood of a positive IOD event.  

Crop production and agricultural labor:  

 Due to below-average and erratic Gu rainfall, national Gu 
production is estimated to be 50-60 percent of average. Although 
crop conditions are favorable in Northwest Agropastoral, 
production is likely to be below normal as some standing crops will 
be sold as fodder. The only areas where production is expected to 
be average are Southern Rainfed Agropastoral and Riverine Gravity 
Irrigation livelihood zones in Middle Juba.  

 Farmers in southern agropastoral areas are likely to put an above-
average area of land under cultivation for the 2017 Deyr season and 
will rely on kinship and loans to access seeds for planting.   

 Agricultural labor opportunities will be available in Lower and 
Middle Shabelle, Lower and Middle Juba, and southern Bay during 
the Hagaa rainy season, but overall opportunities will be below 
average given current cropping conditions.    

 Agricultural labor opportunities are expected to be available at 
average to above average levels during the Deyr season, but will be 
available later than normal in riverine areas of Lower and Middle 
Shabelle and Lower and Middle Juba due to likely flooding from 
above-average rainfall that will delay agricultural activities.   

Livestock: 

 Livestock body conditions are expected to improve through July in 
all areas, but will remain below average through October in Gedo, 
Bakool, Hiraan, Galgaduud, Mudug, and isolated areas of the north. 
Livestock body conditions in all areas are expected to improve in 
November and be normal thorough January, due to forecast 
average to above-average Deyr rains, which will lead to normal 
pasture and water availability.   

 Shoat herd sizes are expected to increase slightly during the Deyr 
season, due to low to medium conception during the Gu season. 
Medium cattle calving is likely in January in the South. Very few 
camel births are expected during the outlook period due low 
conception during the 2016 Deyr and high abortion rates during the 
2017 Jilaal. As a result, little to no milk is expected to be available 
to poor households until the Deyr season when goats give birth. 
Even during this time, milk available will be below average as the 
number of livestock giving birth will be lower than normal.  

Markets and Trade: 

 Due to below-average 2016/17 production and likely below-
average Gu 2017 production, domestic staple cereal supply is 
expected to be below average throughout 2017.  

 Wheat and rice imports are expected to be above average and help address the domestic staple food supply deficit, and 
prices are expected to remain stable. However, wheat and rice prices are above local staple cereal prices and are not the 

Figure 8. Drought-related internal displacement, 

November 2016-June 23, 2017 

 
Source: UNHCR PRMN data 

Figure 9. Percentage of need reached with 

humanitarian assistance, March to June 2017 average 

 
Source: Food Security Cluster data 
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preferred staple of southern areas. From October to December, trade flows of imported goods to inland markets will be 
seasonally low as above-average rainfall will restrict movement on roads.  

 Maize and sorghum prices are expected to follow seasonal trends, but remain well above 2016 and the five-year average 
due to expected below-average Gu production. Prices are unlikely to approach levels seen in 2011, though, due primarily 
to the large-scale influx of humanitarian assistance. 

 Livestock conditions and prices are likely to improve through September due to demand during Ramadan and Hajj. Prices 
are expected to remain below average in the above mentioned places where livestock body conditions are likely to be 
poorer than normal. Prices will seasonally decline from October to January, but be near average in all areas due to improved 
livestock body conditions.  

Humanitarian assistance: 

 According to the Food Security Cluster, humanitarian actors plan to reach over 3.2 million people in July with emergency 
in-kind or cash/voucher assistance, with similar targeting as was observed between March and June (Figure 9), although 
it is important to note that in southern areas assistance has not reached many rural areas. Although additional funding 
has been committed, specific funding levels and plans for location of assistance from August 2017 to January 2018 are 
unknown. Without this information, the most likely scenario assumes the absence of humanitarian assistance. In the event 
that assistance continues throughout 2017, it is expected access will remain limited in Middle Juba, Rab Dhure and Tieglo 
of Bakool, El Bur and El Der of Galgadud, Hardadere of Mudug, Jalalaqsi of Hiraan, Jimame of Lower Juba, Bur Hakaba and 
Qansah Dere of Bay, and Brava, Kurtun Warrey, Qorioley, and Marka of Lower Shabelle.  

Conflict: 

 AMISOM and Government troops are expected to continue ongoing operations to take control of major towns in central 
and southern Somalia. Conflict-related incidents are likely and expected to result in the loss of life and livelihood assets, 
occasionally restrict humanitarian access, cause displacement, and disrupt trade and population movement.  

Displacement and migration 

 Some agropastoral households who are currently in IDP camps will return to their place of origin in July for the harvest, 
but additional displacements are still expected through at least October given the poor performance of the Gu season. 
The monthly rate of displacement is expected to be much lower than that observed in late 2016 and early 2017, though. 
Pastoralists who are currently in displacement camps are likely remain in the camps for two to three seasons until their 
remaining livestock, currently with better-off relatives, have increased to sustainable levels.  

Nutrition 

 In areas of concern, the prevalence of GAM (WHZ) is expected to increase atypically through September in most of Somalia 
as a result of high incidence of diseases and lower than normal food access, and remain at ‘Critical’ levels.  

 

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 

It was estimated 3.2 million people were in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or Emergency (IPC Phase 4) and in need of emergency 
humanitarian assistance between April and June 2017. Between August and December 2017, it is estimated 2.5 to 3 million 
people will remain in need of emergency humanitarian assistance, although the post-Gu assessment is ongoing and an updated 
estimate based on new data will be available in August. In the event that there is significant interruption to current food 
assistance programs, prices rise significantly and further lower household food access, and a lack of effective response to 
ongoing disease outbreaks, Famine (IPC Phase 5) is possible, and agropastoral areas of Bay and Bakool are of highest concern. 

Between June and September, access to food and income is expected to be similar to the current situation in pastoral areas. 
Expected rice and livestock prices will support normal ToT, but pastoralists will have few saleable livestock to sell to purchase 
food. Milk will also be largely unavailable to poor households. In the absence of humanitarian assistance, poor households will 
rely heavily on credit to purchase food and food consumption gaps would be expected. Northern Inland Pastoral, Hawd Pastoral, 
Addun Pastoral, and Southern Inland Pastoral of Bakool are expected to be in Emergency (IPC Phase 4). Slightly less extreme 
outcomes are expected in Guban Pastoral, East Golis Pastoral, Coastal Deeh Pastoral, and Southern Inland Pastoral of Gedo, 
where livestock herd sizes are slightly greater, but field reports indicate poor households are selling breeding livestock to meet 
food needs, leading to the accelerated depletion of livelihood assets. In Southern Inland Pastoral of Lower and Middle Juba and 

https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/july-08-2017-united-states-announces-addl-humanitarian-assistance-famine
https://www.usaid.gov/news-information/press-releases/july-08-2017-united-states-announces-addl-humanitarian-assistance-famine
http://www.fews.net/east-africa/somalia/alert/may-9-2017
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Lower and Middle Shabelle, Juba Pastoral, and West Golis Pastoral, livestock losses were less significant and households are 
expected to be able to meet their basic food needs through typical livestock sales, although they will remain Stressed (IPC Phase 
2), as above-average cereal prices are lowering household food access.  

Between October and January, Southern Inland Pastoral of Lower and Middle Juba and Lower and Middle Shabelle and West 
Golis Pastoral will improve to Minimal (IPC Phase 1), as livestock births in these areas support increased milk consumption and 
increased livestock sales, allowing pastoralist to meet their basic food needs. Pastoral livelihood zones currently in Crisis (IPC 
Phase 3) will remain in Crisis (IPC Phase 3) as limited livestock births are expected during the Deyr season, which will keep milk 
availability relatively low and limit livestock sales. In Northern Inland Pastoral, Hawd Pastoral, Coastal Deeh Pastoral, and Addun 
Pastoral livelihood zones, Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes are expected to persist. Herd sizes among these pastoralists will 
have increased only slightly with some births during the Deyr season, but livestock sales during this time will be used primarily 
to repay the large debts accrued in late 2016 and early 2017. In the absence of humanitarian assistance, households would 
continue to face significant food consumption gaps.  

From June to September in southern agricultural and agropastoral areas, food security is expected to remain severe or further 
deteriorate. Gu production is likely to be well below average and poor households food stocks will last only 1-2 months, and 
even less in Bakool, Hiraan, and Lower Juba. Given lower than normal agricultural labor opportunities, households will remain 
unable to purchase sufficient food to meet their basic needs. In the absence of humanitarian assistance, Crisis (IPC Phase 3) is 
likely in most areas, and in areas of greatest concern including Southern Agropastoral of Gedo and Hiraan, Southern Rainfed 
Agropastoral of Lower Shabelle, and Bay and Bakool, Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes are likely. In the event that there is 
significant interruption to current food assistance programs and a lack of effective response to ongoing disease outbreaks, 
Famine (IPC Phase 5) is possible, and of greatest concern are Bay and Bakool. Conversely, in Middle Juba and Northwestern 
Agropastoral livelihood zone, food security is expected to improve as a result increased access to milk, income from crop sales, 
and access to own production; Stressed (IPC Phase 2) outcomes will persist, with some poor households in Crisis (IPC Phase 3). 
In Middle Juba, the Gu harvest will be near average, but many poor households will sell a significant proportion of their harvest 
to repay debts accrued during the last two seasons and Stressed (IPC Phase 2) outcomes are likely.  

Between October and January, food security is expected to improve in all agricultural and agropastoral areas as labor 
opportunities are available at average to above-average levels. In Northwestern Agropastoral, food security will further improve 
with the Karan harvest, but overall, Stressed (IPC Phase 2) outcomes will persist. In southern agricultural areas, food security 
will improve with increased food access from agricultural labor opportunities, but prices are expected to remain above average, 
constraining food access. The Deyr harvest will not be available until the end of the outlook period, and food security will not 
improve significantly until the arrival of the harvest. Of greatest concern are agropastoral areas of Bay and Bakool where 
households are expected to have few sources of food and income outside of agricultural labor opportunities, and will need to 
continue repaying large debts. Similar conditions are expected in the Southern Rainfed Agropastral livelihood zone of Lower 
Shabelle and Southern Agropastoral livelihood zone of Bakool, Gedo, and Hiraan. Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes are 
expected in these areas.  

AREAS OF CONCERN 

Agropastoral livelihood zones of Bay and Bakool 

Current situation  

April to June Gu rainfall was well below average in agropastoral areas of Bay and Bakool. Bakool received 100-175 mm of rainfall 
and Bay received 100 to 250 mm. In Bakool and eastern Bay, rainfall totals were 40-60 percent below average and the majority 
of rainfall was received between late April and early May, resulting in a much shorter season than normal. In southern Bay, 
above-average rainfall in late June has eased deficits, and total rainfall in this area was near average.  

Although rainfall was below average in most areas, it was sufficient to refill seasonal water catchments and water-trucking 
operations are no longer ongoing. Pasture has regenerated and livestock body conditions are improving. Medium to low 
livestock conception has occurred.   

The majority of households, including those displaced in Baidoa, planted crops as usual, despite delayed and below-average 
rainfall. It was reported that some displaced households returned to their places of origin to cultivate, while others cultivated 
on borrowed land. The long dry spell in April negatively impacted crop development in both regions, but in May, and western 
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Tieglow and eastern Hudur of Bakool, late-season rainfall improved 
crop conditions. In all other districts of Bakool, the dry spell persisted 
and crops are in poor condition.  

As a result of significantly below-average 2016 production, local cereal 
supplies are low and prices are well above average. In May, the retail 
price of a kg of sorghum in Baidoa was 10,200 SOS, 137 percent above 
last year and 132 percent above average. The trend was similar in 
Bakool, where the price of a kg of sorghum in Hudur was 21,000 SOS, 
88 percent above last year and 112 percent above average.  

Due to improving livestock body conditions, livestock prices have 
increased, but still remain below average. Between February and May, 
the price of a local quality goat in Baidoa increased 39 percent, to 
990,000 SOS, but was still 16 percent below average. The trend was 
similar in Bakool, where the price of a local quality goat in Hudur 
increased 36 percent between February and May, but remained 27 
percent below average. As a result of increasing goat prices, the goat-
to-sorghum ToT in Bay increased from 91 kg/goat in February to 117 in 
May, and in Bakool from 32 kgs/goat to 42 over the same time period. 
In both regions, the ToT are still around 64 percent below average. The 
improvements signal improved household food access compared to 
early 2017, but many poor households lost most of their animals to 
distress sales or death during the drought and labor-to-sorghum ToT 
are more indicative of their purchasing capacity. 

Agricultural labor opportunities, which typically account for around 40 
percent of poor households’ income, have seasonally increased during 
the Gu season. The average wage rate in Bay in May was 74,000 SOS, 
15 percent above average. The increase relative to average is likely due 
to increased demand for labor, as fewer people remain in rural areas 
and cash/voucher assistance has reduced the need for income, 
allowing households to focus on cultivating their land. In Tieglow of 
Bakool, where rainfall was relatively better, the daily wage rate was 
76,000 SOS in May, similar to average, but wages are expected to be 
lower than average in all other areas of Bakool. In May, the agricultural labor-to-sorghum ToT in Bay were 10 kg/daily wage, 
well below the five-year average, but has not dropped to levels observed in 2011 (Figure 9). Similar trends were observed in 
Bakool.  

According to field observations and the UNHCR Protection and Return Monitoring Network (PRMN), displacement continues, 
but monthly rates of displacement have slowed. In Bay, 11,500 people were displaced in May and roughly 13,500 were displaced 
in June. This is a large reduction from earlier in the year: in March 71,543 people were displaced and in April 56,894 people 
were displaced. The majority of all displaced persons are from rural areas in Bay and Bakool and have gone to Baidoa, where 
over 182,000 people remain displaced. Although some displaced persons are returning from Baidoa to their areas of origin to 
engage in agricultural activities, the number is relatively small: an estimated 7,700 people returned in May and 16,300 returned 
in June.  

Disease outbreaks remain of high concern and are aggravated by the crowding of displaced populations. Over 14,000 cases of 
AWD/cholera and 213 deaths have been reported in Bay between November 2016 and May 2017, and 3,580 cases and 154 
deaths were reported in Bakool. Given that cases are reported through local health centers, it is possible additional cases have 
occurred in rural areas that lack access to treatment centers. WHO reports an ongoing response including training of health 
workers and distribution of hygienic kits in Baidoa, but insecurity is limiting the capacity to respond outside of Baidoa.  

The distribution of emergency humanitarian assistance has increased significantly since the beginning of 2017. According to 
Somalia Food Security Cluster, over 120,000 beneficiaries were reached in Bakool and 300,000 beneficiaries were reached in 
Bay each month between March and June. This is a significant increase from January, when it was reported that no individuals 

Figure 9. Agricultural labor-to-sorghum terms of trade, 

Baidoa  

 

Source: FEWS NET/FSNAU 

Figure 10. Food security and nutrition outcomes in 

agropastoral livelihood zones of Bay, post-Jilaal 

assessment, April 2017  
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received assistance in Bakool and only 13,800 received 
assistance in Bay. Assistance is reaching a proportion of the 
need and mitigating more wide-spread severe outcomes. 
However, high concern remains for Burhakaba and 
Qansahdhere districts and most rural areas of Baidoa and 
Dinsor as well as most rural areas of Bakool where 
humanitarian organizations have difficulty accessing 
populations in need.   

Results from the FSNAU post-Jilaal assessment in April in Bay 
Agropastoral reported that 35 percent of households had a 
poor food consumption score (FCS), and 6 percent were 
experiencing severe hunger and 55 percent were 
experiencing moderate   hunger according to the household 
hunger scale (HHS) (Figure 10). The HHS is indicative of Crisis 
(IPC Phase 3). The FCS is indicative of Emergency (IPC Phase 
4), although FCS is a food frequency indicator and may 
indicate higher phases among populations dependent on a 
non-diversified food ration. The prevalence of GAM (WHZ), 
recorded at 19.1 percent (15.8-22.8), indicates a ‘Critical’ 
level of acute malnutrition, but is typical for this livelihood zone across seasons. The mortality rate was 2.43/10,000/day, likely 
driven in part by the high disease incidence. A SMART survey conducted in Baidoa by ACF, Concern, and Save the Children in 
May/June reported a GAM (WHZ) prevalence of 22.9 percent (17.9-28.9).  

Following a below-average 2016 Gu season and failed 2016/2017 Deyr season, poor households have no food stocks and are 
dependent on markets and assistance to access food. Although agricultural labor opportunities and wages are increasing, 
improving food access relative to early 2017, above-average prices have kept ToT significantly below average. Major drought-
related displacement has slowed, but has not halted, indicative of very limited livelihood options. Humanitarian assistance is 
ongoing, but extreme levels of acute food insecurity persist. Large-scale humanitarian assistance is mitigating more extreme 
outcomes, but many poor households in inaccessible, rural areas remain in Emergency (IPC Phase 4). 

Assumptions 

In addition to the national-level assumptions, the following assumptions have been made for agropastoral livelihood zones in 
Bay and Bakool:  

 In Bay, where cropping conditions have improved with late season rainfall and average Hagaa rains are forecast, production 
prospects have improved. Sorghum production is expected to be slightly below the five-year average, but 40-50 percent 
below the Post-War Average (PWA). In Bakool, were rainfall was less favorable, total production is expected to be 60-70 
percent below the PWA.  

 Agricultural labor opportunities are expected to be available at average levels during the October to December Deyr season. 
Labor wages are likely to increase seasonally from around 75,000 SOS/day in June to 90,000-95,000 SOS/day between 
September and January, slightly above average, but similar to last year.  

 The retail price of sorghum is likely to remain high through July, between 10,000 and 12,000 SOS/kg, due to low stocks and 
high effective demand with cash/voucher assistance distributed through June and expected assistance in July. Prices will 
reduce slightly in August as the harvest enters markets, but remain high and further increase after October (Figure 11). 

 Livestock prices are expected to gradually increase through September due to improved body conditions and increased 
demand for Hajj. Livestock prices are expected to be near average from October through January.  

 Cases of AWD are likely to reduce seasonally through September, but increase from October to January when Deyr rainfall 
increases the use of unclean water.   

 The monthly rate of internal displacement is expected to further slow throughout the outlook period, although given poor 
production prospects in some areas, it is expected to continue at lower levels. Some households are expected to return in 

Figure 11. Observed and expected retail price of a kilogram of red 

sorghum, Baidoa, Bay 

Sources: FEWS NET projections based on FSNAU data 
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July/August for the harvest and a high number of households are expected to return to their places of origin between 
October and January to engage in agricultural labor for the Deyr season.   

Most likely food security outcomes  

With a third consecutive season of below-average production and ToT that are well below average, households are expected to 
continue facing extreme difficulty meeting their basic food and non-food needs from now until the arrival of the Deyr harvest 
in January/February. Households will continue to depend on market purchases throughout the outlook period, except for in 
August and September, when they will have access to Gu harvests. Household stocks will not last as long as usual, though, given 
expected below-average production. Even with average labor wage rates and expected declining cereal prices, ToT are likely to 
remain below average. Furthermore, poor households will be required to repay debts with income earned during this period. 
Community and kinship support, such as livestock and crop zakaat, will be limited throughout the scenario period as the drought 
has negatively impacted all wealth groups and better-off households have few resources to share. Given that information on 
humanitarian assistance plans and funding beyond July 2017 is not yet available, the most likely scenario assumes the absence 
of humanitarian assistance. In the absence of assistance, Emergency (IPC 4) outcomes are expected in agropastoral areas of Bay 
and Bakool throughout 2017. Food security will improve slightly towards the end of the scenario period, though, as agricultural 
labor opportunities increase food access, and further improvements are expected in late January/February with the arrival of 
the Deyr harvest.   

Given lower than normal consumption, poor water and sanitation facilities, and limited access to health and nutrition services, 
acute malnutrition is expected to remain within typical ‘Critical’ levels (GAM(WHZ)>15%) throughout the outlook period. 
Humanitarian access is relatively better than in 2011, but there remain areas that assistance is unable to reach, and food 
insecurity is expected to be extreme for those who are not reached by humanitarian assistance. In the event that there is 
significant interruption to current food assistance programs, an increase in prices that further limits food access, and a lack of 
effective response to ongoing disease outbreaks, Famine (IPC Phase 5) is possible.  

Northern Inland Pastoral livelihood zone 

Current Situation 

Following significantly below-average 2016 Deyr rainfall, pasture and 
water were largely unavailable during the January to March Jilaal. 
Atypical livestock deaths and distress selling took place during both 
the Deyr and Jilaal, and the livestock holdings among poor households 
have declined to an estimated 15-20 shoats, 60-70 percent below 
baseline (2010) levels.  

Gu rainfall in this livelihood zone started in late April. An estimated 25-
100 mm of total rainfall was received, slightly above average amounts, 
although ground reports indicate rainfall was poor in areas of Aluula, 
Iskushuban, and Eyl districts. Rainfall refilled water catchments and 
has supported the regeneration of pasture and browse. In addition, 
flash floods from East Golis and the Karkaar Mountains replenished 
water sources and improved pasture in the Karkaar/Dharoor Valley of 
Bari and Lasqoray of Sanaag. Pasture is favorable in most areas, except 
for parts of Nugaal and Sool, where high livestock concentration 
during the rainy season did not allow pasture to fully regenerate.  

Rainfall has increased the use of communal water sources and water 
prices have declined as a result. In May, the price of a 20-liter jerry can of water was 3,975 SOS, on average, in rural markets of 
Bari, Sanaag, and Sool. This is a 45 percent decline from April. Prices are now similar to both last year and the five-year average.  

Livestock body conditions are improving and it is expected some livestock conceived during the Gu season. However, no 
livestock births were reported due to very limited conception during the 2016 Deyr season and high abortion rates during the 
Jilaal. Few households are consuming milk at this time. Milk is available on markets, but prices are 70 percent above average.  

Figure 12. Food security and nutrition outcomes in 

Northern Inland Pastoral, post-Jilaal assessment, April 

2017  
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The price of a local quality goat has increased in recent months due to improved livestock body conditions. In Garowe of Nugal, 
the price of a goat increased form 1,125,000 SOS in January, 22 percent below average, to 1,327,500 in May, 12 percent below 
average. Similar improvements were observed in rural markets where the price of a local quality goat in May is now only 8 
percent below average.  

Imported rice is the main staple consumed in this livelihood zone and prices remain stable, at approximately 17,600 SOS/kg. As 
a result of stable rice prices and improving livestock prices, the goat-to-rice ToT have increased and are near average. In May, 
the sale of a local quality goat in Garowe purchased roughly 80 kilograms of rice, slightly below the five-year average of 89 
kilograms. Similarly, in rural markets, the goat-to-rice ToT are only 4 percent below the five-year average. However, few poor 
households are currently selling livestock as herd sizes are significantly below average. Those who are displaced have either lost 
all of their livestock or have left livestock with better-off kin, who have the resources to support the livestock until they are able 
to give birth, which will rebuild herd sizes. Other poor households, who have 12-15 shoats, are unlikely to sell any in hopes of 
rebuilding their herd in subsequent seasons.  

In the absence of livestock sales, poor households’ key source of food/income is community and humanitarian assistance.  
Community support, through local drought committees, occasionally provides cash gifts via mobile money. Humanitarian 
agencies, as reported by the Food Security Cluster, have collectively reached over 783,000 beneficiaries in Bari, Nugaal, Sanaag, 
and Sool in May and 573,000 in June. The number of beneficiaries has steadily increased throughout 2017, from roughly 157,000 
in January. This assistance reached over 50 percent of the population in need in Bender Belia, Bosasso, Gardo, and Iskushuban 
of Bari, Eyl and Burtinle of Nugal, and Badhan, El-afweyn and Erigavo of Sanaag, Caynabo, Laasaanood, Taleh, and Xudun of 
Sool. In addition to emergency humanitarian assistance, 44,640 beneficiaries were received in May with livelihood assistance, 
which primarily includes resources to improve the health of livestock.   

No large-scale drought related displacement has occurred in these regions in recent months, but the majority of those who 
were displaced in late 2016 and early 2017 remain displaced. In Nugaal, 3,378 people remain displaced, in Sanaag, 49,953 people 
remain displaced, in Sool, 58,483 people remain displaced, and in Bari, 13,685 people remain displaced. The displaced 
population consists primarily of destitute pastoralists who have lost all of their livestock. In these four regions, 2,632 cases of 
AWD/cholera, resulting in 14 deaths, have been reported between May 1 and June 18, 2017. 

Results from the FSNAU post-Jilaal assessment in March/April found that 77 percent of households had a poor FCS, and 8 
percent were experiencing severe hunger and 55 percent were experience moderate hunger on the HHS (Figure 12). The HHS 
is indicative of Crisis (IPC Phase 3). The FCS points to Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes, although this indicator is a food 
frequency indicator and may indicate higher phases among populations heavily dependent on a non-diversified food ration. A 
SMART survey conducted by FSNAU in March/April 2017 in Northern Inland Pastoral livelihood zone reported a GAM (WHZ) 
prevalence of 25.7 percent (15.0-30.0) and a SAM (WHZ) prevalence of 6.9 percent (5.3- 8.9), which indicates a ‘Critical’ nutrition 
situation. The Crude Death Rate (CDR) was 0.77/ 10 000/day. This high level of acute malnutrition is attributed to very low 
access to milk, lower than normal consumption, and limited access to safe water, or health and nutrition services.  

Although ToT are only slightly below average, pastoralists have limited saleable livestock and no livestock products to sell, 
reducing their ability to purchase sufficient food. Cash assistance provided by humanitarian organizations is the key source of 
income currently. Results from the post-Gu preliminary rapid assessment indicate that scaled-up humanitarian assistance is 
notably improving food access, but that food consumption gaps still exist among many poor households. Crisis (IPC Phase 3!) 
outcomes are present in this livelihood zone.  

Assumptions 

In addition to the national-level assumptions, the following assumptions have been made for Northern Inland Pastoral livelihood 
zone: 

 As a result of Gu rainfall, flash floods from East Golis, and no expected heavy concentration of livestock in any particular 
area, water resources are expected to last through August, as is normal, while sufficient pasture and browse is expected to 
be available throughout the scenario period. Livestock body conditions are expected to be slightly below average through 
September and improve to normal from October to January  

 Water prices are expected to follow seasonally trends. Free water consumption from communal sources will be available 
through July, and again from October to January, at which times water prices will be at their lowest.   
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 Livestock prices are expected to seasonally increase though 
September, due to Ramadan, Hajj, and improved livestock body 
conditions and remain stable from September through January. In 
addition following seasonal trends, livestock prices are expected to 
remain slightly below average throughout the outlook period.  

 Poor households’ herd sizes are expected to remain at current 
levels through October as animals did not give birth during the Gu. 
Medium livestock conception in this livelihood zone during the Gu 
season will lead to goat births during the Deyr, slightly increasing 
herd sizes in October. Herd sizes are only expected to increase 
slightly because the number of livestock giving birth will be much 
lower than normal. No camel births are expected until mid-2018 
given the longer period of gestation. No sheep births will take place 
during the outlook period, as they will not be allowed to conceive 
until the Deyr. 

 Household access to camel and goat milk from own livestock will 
be low or non-existent through October. From October to January, 
poor households will have access to goat milk following goat births, 
but total amounts will be below average.  

 Poor households are expected to resume the sale of livestock after 
October, when some goat births increase herd sizes slightly. They 
are expected to sell up to three goats during this time.  

Most Likely Food Security Outcomes 

Livestock body conditions and values have slowly improved and some livestock conceived during the 2016 Gu season. From 
June to September, though, poor households will not be able to access sufficient food or income from their livestock to meet 
basic food consumption needs. Livestock will not give birth during this time and, as a result, poor households will not able to 
access milk from their livestock. Milk will be available on markets, but few poor households have the income to purchase milk. 
Rice prices are expected to remain stable and ToT are near the five-year average across this livelihood zone. However, very poor 
households are unlikely to sell any remaining livestock during this time in an effort to rebuild in the coming seasons. Currently, 
households are able to maintain Crisis (IPC Phase 3!), but in the absence of humanitarian assistance, it is likely households would 
purchase heavily on credit and decrease the amount of food consumed. Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes would be likely.  

Due to forecast average to above-average October to December Deyr rainfall, pasture and water will be available at normal or 
above-normal levels and livestock body conditions and productivity will increase. Some shoat births are expected during this 
time, and poor households will likely sell a few goats, but the income earned from the sale of livestock will primarily go to 
repaying the high debts accrued during the past poor seasons, which is required to ensure future ability to purchase on credit. 
The consumption of goat milk will improve consumption slightly during this period, but income will remain insufficient to meet 
basic food needs. In the absence of humanitarian assistance, Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes would continue. The results of 
the household economy approach (HEA) analysis conducted by FEWS NET in June 2016 (Figure 13) found that, even with coping 
strategies, households in Northern Inland Pastoral will face food consumption gaps throughout 2017, and the deficit will be 
most significant in October and November. The size of the food consumption gap is consistent with Crisis (IPC Phase 3) or 
Emergency (IPC Phase 4) for all wealth groups. For poor households, the ability to access construction labor and other sources 
of income are key determinants in reducing the size of the food consumption gap, but it is unclear if households are currently 
able to access these sources of income at above-average or even average levels.  

Hawd Pastoral livelihood zone 

Current situation 

The post-Jilaal assessment in April found that food security had sharply declined in Hawd Pastoral livelihood zone in early 2017. 
Conditions in this livelihood zone are similar to Northern Inland Pastoral in several ways. Many poor households lost over 50 

Figure 13. HEA Results from the 2017/2018 

consumption year – total income (including food and 

cash) of very poor households, Northern Inland 

Pastoral livelihood zone  

 
Source: FEWS NET 
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percent of their livestock due to atypical deaths during the drought and distress selling. Few to no livestock births were reported 
during the Gu season and, as a result, households do not have access to milk from livestock. However, similar to Northern Inland 
Pastoral, livestock body conditions are improving and some livestock conceived during the Gu season. Poor households in Hawd 
Pastoral also have high debt levels due to purchasing food and water on credit.  

The performance of the Gu season was much poorer in central areas of Hawd Pastoral livelihood zone, though, compared to 
northern areas of Hawd Pastoral and Northern Inland Pastoral livelihood zone. According to CHIRPS, rainfall was only 40 to 60 
percent of average in central Hawd. Rainfall has still led to improvements in pasture and refilled most water resources at least 
partially. Livestock body conditions are values are also improving, but improvements are less significant than in Northern Inland 
Pastoral. In Burao and Galkayo, the price of a local quality goat in May was 15 and 28 percent below average, respectively. In 
Burao, the sale of a goat could purchase 61 kg of rice in May, 16 percent below average. In Galkayo, the sale of a goat purchased 
62 kilograms of rice, 28 percent below average. Unlike in Northern Inland Pastoral, where poor households only have shoats, 
poor households in Hawd also have 2-4 camels currently.   

The most recent nutrition survey conducted in this livelihood zone was in December 2016 and indicated a ‘Serious’ level of 
malnutrition (GAM (WHZ) 10-14%). It is possible levels of acute malnutrition have further increased during the Jilaal period due 
to limited access to milk and reduced food consumption. Due to the increased unsafe harvested rain water consumption, 3,961 
cases of AWD/cholera, resulting in 25 deaths, have been reported between May 1 to June 18, 2017 in Galgaduud, Mudug, Nugal, 
Sool and Togdheer regions. In addition, the Health Cluster reported 4,043 suspected measles cases in the same regions between 
Janaury and June. 

Poor households’ key source of food and income is community and humanitarian assistance. According to the food security 
cluster, humanitarian agencies collectively reached over 614,000 beneficiaries with emergency humanitarian assistance in May 
and over 535,000 in June in Togdheer, Nugaal, Mudug, and Galgaduud. The number of beneficiaries has steadily increased 
throughout 2017, from roughly 87,500 beneficiaries reached in these regions in January. Although livestock-to-rice ToT are only 
somewhat below average, pastoralists have limited saleable livestock and no livestock products to sell, reducing their ability to 
purchase sufficient food outside of cash assistance from humanitarian organizations. Humanitarian assistance is improving food 
access, but that food consumption gaps still exist. Crisis (IPC Phase 3!) outcomes are present in this livelihood zone.  

Assumptions 

All of the assumptions noted in Northern Inland Pastoral livelihood zone also apply to Hawd Pastoral livelihood zone, with the 
following notable exception: 

 Pasture and water resources in central areas of Hawd Pastoral are expected to remain below average through October, due 
to very poor Gu rains in this area. Pastoralists from these areas are expected to migrate to Somali region in search of 
pasture, but livestock body conditions will remain below average. Pasture, water, and livestock body conditions will improve 
to normal in October, and remain average through January.  

Most likely food security outcome 

Emergency (IPC Phase 4) outcomes are expected throughout the outlook period. From June to September, poor households will 
lack access to milk, as few to no livestock births took place during the Gu. ToT are expected to improve during this period, but 
poor households are unlikely to sell livestock. Currently, many poor households are able to maintain Crisis (IPC Phase 3!) and 
relatively smaller food consumption gaps by consuming in-kind assistance and/or purchasing food with cash/voucher assistance, 
but in the absence of assistance, households would rely heavily on credit to purchase food and likely consume less and be in 
Emergency (IPC Phase 4). From October to January, livestock body conditions will further improve and some goats will give 
birth. With increased access to milk, consumption will increase slightly. Camels will not give birth until mid-2018, though. 
Households are likely to sell a few goats, but income from this source will go to repaying debts. Emergency (IPC Phase 4) 
outcomes are likely to persist in the absence of assistance.  
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EVENTS THAT MIGHT CHANGE THE OUTLOOK 

Table 1. Possible events over the next eight months that could change the most-likely scenario. 

 

 

 

 

 

Area Event Impact on food security outcomes 

Northern Inland 
Pastoral, Hawd 
Pastoral, and 
Addun Pastoral 
livelihood zones 

Well below-
average October 
to December 
Deyr rains. 

 

Below-average Deyr rainfall in these areas would lead to livestock abortions and 
limited livestock conception and, as a result, pastoralists would lose further livestock. If 
livestock herd sizes further reduced, poor households would continue to have no 
access to milk or livestock to sell to purchase cereal. Many poor households would 
need to sell remaining, productive livestock to repay debts. Further pastoral 
destitution and displacement would be likely. In the absence of humanitarian 
assistance, these areas would remain in Emergency (IPC Phase 4) and some households 
could be in Catastrophe (IPC Phase 5). An elevated risk of Famine (IPC Phase 5) would 
exist.   

Agropastoral 
areas of Bay and 
Bakool, SIP of 
Hiraan and 
Gedo, and 
agropastoral 
areas of Lower 
and Middle 
Shabelle 

Well below-
average October 
to December 
Deyr rains. 

 

Well below-average Deyr rainfall would result in a fourth consecutive very poor season 
in these regions. Households would have limited access to agricultural labor, their key 
source of income, and would be unlikely to harvest more than a month or two of 
cereals. Staple food prices would likely further rise, and household purchasing power 
would decline. After several seasons of purchasing on credit, households would face 
increased difficulty borrowing to access food.  In the absence of humanitarian 
assistance, Famine (IPC Phase 5) is possible in Bay and Bakool.    

ABOUT SCENARIO DEVELOPMENT 

To project food security outcomes, FEWS NET develops a set of assumptions about likely events, their effects, and the probable responses 
of various actors. FEWS NET analyzes these assumptions in the context of current conditions and local livelihoods to arrive at a most likely 
scenario for the coming eight months. Learn more here. 

FEWS NET is a USAID-funded activity. The content of this report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United States Agency for 
International Development or the United States Government. FSNAU is a multi-donor project managed by FAO.  

 

http://www.fews.net/our-work/our-work/scenario-development
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