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Terms of Trade beween casual wage labor and wheat 
flour in Sana'a (Alqa) 

Previous year 2012 Current year 2013 

The Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS NET) monitors trends in staple food prices in countries vulnerable to food insecurity. For each FEWS NET 
country and region, the Price Bulletin provides a set of charts showing monthly prices in the current marketing year in selected urban centers and allowing 
users to compare current trends with both five-year average prices, indicative of seasonal trends, and prices in the previous year. 

Wheat is the staple food for poor households in Yemen; 
sorghum is most often consumed as a substitute. Rice is 
important to all wealth groups. Sana’a market is the most 
important in Yemen and supplies other markets within the 
country. Wheat milling is concentrated at the ports of 
Aden and Al Hudayda, which also serve as the main 
reference and source markets for their respective region’s 
of the country. Aden is the reference market for the 
southern region, located in a deficit zone and is the largest 
wholesale market with a large storage capacity. Hudaydah 
is an assembly, wholesale, and retail market located in the 
western coast – one of the most populated areas in the 
country where a majority of households are staple food 
market-dependent. Sa’ada market is located in a main 
conflict area where food availability and access have 
become a major concern. 
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Terms of Trade beween casual wage labor and wheat 
flour in Al Hudaydah (Al Omal) 

Previous year 2012 Current year 2013 

FEWS NET gratefully acknowledges WFP VAM for providing data. 

The price trends of wheat and wheat flour are generally stable on a month-to-month basis with some variations due 
to seasonal high demand (i.e. high demand during the Ramadan festivities).  However, purchasing power is a major 
food security constraint as incomes from both labor and livestock, the main income-generating activities for poor-
households, tend to fluctuate. Terms of Trade serve as proxy indicators for purchasing power, by measuring the 
relative value of these income-generating activities (wages and livestock prices) to the cost of purchasing staple foods 
(staple food prices). 

Terms of Trade serve as proxy indicators for purchasing power, by measuring the relative value of 
these income-generating activities (wages and livestock prices) to the cost of purchasing staple foods 
(staple food prices). 
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Terms of Trade beween casual wage labor and wheat 
flour in Aden (Al Shabat) 

Previous year 2012 Current year 2013 
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Terms of Trade beween casual wage labor and wheat 
flour in Sa'dah  

Previous year 2012 Current year 2013 
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Terms of Trade beween sheep and wheat flour in 
Sana'a (Alqa) 

Previous year 2012 Current year 2013 
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Terms of Trade beween sheep and wheat flour in Al 
Hudaydah (Al Omal) 

Previous year 2012 Current year 2013 
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Terms of Trade beween sheep and wheat flour Aden 
(Al Shabat) 

Previous year 2012 Current year 2013 
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Terms of Trade beween sheep and wheat flour in 
Sa'dah  

Previous year 2012 Current year 2013 
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